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PREFACE

When I first visited Grinnell as a prospective student I was not
impressed with Jowa. My mother and I drove all the way from our
home near Washington, D.C. to tour a few liberal arts colleges in the
Midwest. Ifelt exposed driving through vast open spaces and treeless
agricultural landscapes. The three-mile approach to town from the
interstate paraded past fast food franchises and agricultural implement
stores. After looping around the two square blocks of downtown I
turned to my mother and asked, “Is this 1t?”

I couldn’t imagine what it would be like to live in such a small
town after having grown up in the bustle and congestion of the D.C.
metropolitan area. Despite the alienation and remoteness I felt being in
such an unfamihiar context, I was won over by my impressions of
Grimnell College. The next fall I found myself once again on Interstate
80 heading west as anew student.

Knowing that the town of Grinnell would be my home for the
next four years, I hoped that my second impression would be more
favorable, that I would somehow feel an intimate connection with this
place as soon as I drove into town. But 1t didn’t happen. Initially,
everything continued to feel alien and uncomfortable. My love for Iowa
and Grinnell was not just there, waiting for me with my dormroom key
and course catalogue when I registered as a first year student. How-
ever, it grew over the years as [ slowly ingested the character of the
place.

Through the process of learning about Grinnell and the sur-
rounding area, I developed a deep appreciation for those aspects of the
community and landscape that had mitially seemed so foreign. After
hearing from a few farmers about their jobs working the land and
learming where all that grain goes and how 1t 1s used, I no longer felt
1solated by the vast expanses of com and soybeans that reach to the
horizon. Infact, I started to feel at home in that setting.



Now, afier four years of living i Grmnell 1t 1s difficult to leave
this place to which [ have become so attached. 'The grain elevators,
combines, and hay bales that once reminded me how far I was from
home now seem familiar and comforting. Iwrote this field guide as an
attempt to share my appreciation for the land, the people, and the
history of Grinnell and the surrounding arca. The mformation provided
here 1s only a very basic introduction to the topics covered. Itismy
hope that others will use 1t to begin their own explorations, leading to
their own discoveries and insights and achieving aricher and more
diverse sense of place. Use it to help you begin your own explorations.



THE STORY OF GRINNELL

A FEW ANECDOTES ABOUT THE TOWN'’S FOUNDING
AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT

Go WEST, YOUNG MAN, Go WEST!

Grmnell’s history begins with the story of an energetic Congre-
oationalist preacher from Vermont and his vision of ahard-working
community mn the American West based on strong moral convictions.
Josiah Bushnell Grinnell had been giving sermons i New York City
when he began to lose his voice and had to stop preaching. It was then,
Grinnell often recounted, that his friend, the editor of the New York
Tnibune, Horace Greeley, offered Grinnell the famous advice, “Go
West, young man, go West. There 1s health in the country and room
away from our crowds of 1dlers and imbeciles.” This makes an engag-
ing story and has been widely repeated, but unfortunately 1t 1s not true.
As Joseph E. Wall noted in his history of Grinnell College in the 19™
century, Greeley emphatically denied ever making this statement to J. B.
Grmnell. In any event, Grinnell began to envision a life in the country,
surrounded by a strong community of people sharing the same moral
standards as himself. In search of fellow pioneers with whom to
establish such a community, J. B. placed advertisements 1n several New
York papers: “How then, should [such] people go West?. . . In compa-
nies, with persons of congenial, moral and religious sentiments, embrac-
ing mechanics, and pecumary ability to make the school and the church
paramount and attractive mstitutions from the outset.” (Grinell, 88-89).

ON THE LOCATION OF GRINNELL

Grinnell oniginally thought he would follow Greeley’s advice by
moving to Missouri, where his family already owned land. However,
after a visit to that region, he found the slave atmosphere to be unsavory
and began to search for anew destination. A chance encounter led
Grmnell to focus his attention on Iowa. While traveling by train in the
South, J.B. ran into a bunch of rowdy men who were cursing the North
and its stance against slavery. When the group questioned Grinnell as
to his sentiments, he declared his abolitionist philosophies, prompting
threats and drawn pistols from the aggressive southerners. At this pomnt
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the train conductor called on another passenger, Mr. Henry Farnam, the
builder of the Rock Island Railroad line, to calm the situation. Thus
began a warm and lasting friendship between the founder of the town of
Grmnell and the railroad industrialist. It was Farnam who told Grinnell
of his plans to extend the Rock Island through Iowa and suggested that
J.B.movethere. He mtroduced Grinnell to an engineer named Beacon
who counseled Grinnell on the most appropriate location for his new
settlement. Beacon advised that the western part of the state was too
rolling, and that the best lands in the eastern section were already
purchased. Instead, he suggested Grinnell settle along the forthcoming
Rock Island Line at a point where the topography would make possible
an intersecting north-south rail line.

With advance knowledge as to the junction of two future
railroads, Grinnell advertised for associates in his planned enterprise.
Three men responded: Henry M. Hamilton (a young graduate of Case
Western Reserve), Doctor Thomas Holyoke (of Searsport, Maine), and
Reverend Homer Hamlin (of Wellington, Ohio). In March of 1854
they traveled together by rail, carriage, and foot to Latimer’s Grove
(later called Westfield, near the present site of the Jacob Krumm Nature
Preserve), four miles from the present railroad junction in Grinnell.

The late winter season afforded little comfort to the four men who had
crossed a great distance to settle the prairie. Grinnell wrote, ““the black
burnt grass and chill March wind, with not a stone or shrub near, were
devoid of attraction” (Grinnell, 93). Grinnell’s companions were also
less than enthusiastic about this site as the location of their future colony.
Both Hamlin and Holyoke argued that 1t would be difficult to construct
homes and buildings on such timber-scarce land . Indeed, Grinnell later
recalled his initial view of the sweeping prairie on which their town
would be built: I just discerned the tops of trees north four miles, which
the engineer [Beacon| said was only brush” (Grinnell, 93). Hamlin and
Holyoke also believed it would be better to settle along a river or at
some other spot that might promuse to house a future county seat.
Alternatively, they urged, a site closer to Des Moines could prove more
profitable should that city become the state capital.

However, Grinnell’s stubborn and assertive personality saw to it
that they maintained their original plan to settle near the future railroad

intersection. Tharty years later, one historian wrote glowmngly of
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Grinnell’s foresight, as “the custom had been for settlers to locate in or
near the timber which skirts the streams and often covers the breaks
and rough land. But the wisdom of Mr. Grinnell 1s evinced in the fact
that he chose the fertile prairie, which for all farming purposes 1s far
superior to any other land” (History of Poweshiek County, 525).

EARLY DEVELOPMENTS

Soon after the land was surveyed, J.B. Grmnell traveled to
Iowa City to purchase several hundred acres where the town of Grinnell
now stands. Though he was the original titleholder, Grinnell was
oenerous with his property. He set aside one square block for a park
(now Central Park, just southwest of downtown Grinnell), and after
taking a block on the east side of the park for himself and one on the
west s1de for his friend, Loyal Phelps, he designated lots for a church
and a school. Grinnell sold lots to the other early settlers at cost,
asking them, however, to make a donation to the “Literary Treasury,”
which fi1ve years later was used toward the securing of lowa College.
The first building erected in Grinnell, known as “the Long Home”, stood
near what 1s today Broad Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues. It
was a long low structure with warped green wood that leaked during
rains, but nonetheless served as a shelter, dining hall, assembly hall, land
office, hospital, and council room for rainy days and Sunday meetings.
For a short time, the Long Home was the only habitation of any kind
within three miles, housing settlers before they could build homes of
their own. One by one the early residents vacated this shoddy struc-
ture as they erected lodging of their own, until only a blacksmith shop at
one end and stables at the other remained. Though a rather miserable
abode, J.B. Grinnell developed aflection for 1t, his first hand-built edifice
in this new settlement, recalling, “the vacating of the building was like a
departure from an old home™ (Grinnell, 100). The second structure
erected was Mr. Anor Scott’s store, Grinnell’s first business, followed
soon by ahotel. Next came a primitive building that housed both
school and church in a space only 16 feet wide by 24 feet long. By the
time the town was incorporated on July 21, 18635 there were not any
trees left on the whole town site and settlers had begun purchasing

lumber and shipping it in by horse cart, and later by train, in order to
build their homes.
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JOHN BROWN'’S VISIT

On March 29, 1859, J.B. Grinnell answered a knock at his
door. There stood a stranger who introduced himself as Mr. Brown,
friend of Grinnell’s father-in-law.

After meeting over tea with J.B.’s wife and daughter, the man
motioned for Grinnell to jomn him m the hall, and 1n hushed tones he
revealed his identity: “I am not here for a social visit-I am the “awful
Brown’ of whom you have heard-Captain John Brown of [the Battle of
Pottowotamie, | Kansas™ (Grinnell, 210). Brown was leading a group
of slaves that he had freed to Canada where they would find freedom
from persecution. Brown had heard that Grinnell was in the “wool
business” (aterm for abolitionism, as slaves were smuggled by conceal-
ment under large shipments of wool) and sought refuge in town.
Though a large reward had been posted for their capture and their party
of 16 persons and their animals was conspicuous in the open prairie,
Grmnell immediately invited the group to stay inhis home. He opened
his parlor door and declared “thus 1s at your service, and you can
occupy the stalls at the barn.  Our hotel will be as safe as any place™
(quoted in Grinnell, 210). So Brown’s party moved in, storing their
arms 1 Grinnell’s parlor and their animals n his bam.

Soon news had spread through town of Brown’s arrival, and
curious neighbors organized an evening reception for their guests inthe
large town meeting hall that inthose early days was alsoused as a
church. That might people gathered from town and surrounding area to
meet the famous John Brown and his party freed from slavery. To
satisty the crowd’s curiosity and calm therr fears about him, Brown
related how two of his sons had been killed during their abolitionist
struggles and defended his murderous actions in the Battle of
Pottowotamie as self defense. When questioned about the story of his
current company he explained, “‘I delivered the poor that cried, and
there was noneto help . .. .My company were to be sold; we saw
them 1n jeopardy, not charged with a crime, to be sent south as cotton
hands, or to the cane fields. They called to me and [ rescued them™ *
(Grinnell, 212).

There was a final gathering the next evening. Brown spoke with

passion against slavery: “Slavery 1s a crime, and areal lover of his race
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and country will put a wall around 1t”” (Grinnell 215). Many prayers
were recited for the company from Kansas, and a collection of food
and money was taken to support the group on their dangerous travels.
Despite the fear among many that Brown’s presence could bring a
violent raid upon the town, everyone left the meeting shaking hands and
offering blessings. Soon after the meeting broke up, Grinnell received
an ominous message by courier from the U.S. Marshal in Iowa City,
wamning that “““You can see that 1t will give your town a bad name to
have a fight there, and all who aid [Brown and his company] are hable,
and there will be an arrest or blood. Get the old Devil [Brown] away to
save trouble, for he will be taken, dead or alive™” (Grinngell, 215).
Grmnell immediately shared this news with Brown, who refused to leave
town out of fear and without a good night’s rest, defiantly replying, “Tell
him we are ready to be taken. We will wait one day more for as he
promised and when no army of the U.S. Marshall arrived to capture his
men, Brown loaded them up and headed off to their next stop, a
Quaker settlement in Cedar County. Impressed by Brown’s bravery
and passion, Grinnell again risked his own safety to help the group by
commuissioning a freight car to transport them in secret from West
Liberty to Chicago. From there, Brown’s party went onto Virginia
and the fateful raid on the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, after which
Brown was captured, convicted of treason, and hung. The nation’s
reaction to this bloody incident, and the symbol of Brown as amartyr,
further polarized the South and the North in their stances on slavery.

A TEETOTALER'S REPUTATION

I.B. Grinnell was ateetotaler. Wishingto hold his community to
the same standards of decency as himself, he embedded a temperance
provision in the sale of property intown. Every deed contained a
stipulation that 1f liquor were sold on the premises the property would
revert to Grinnell. On a couple of occasions this came to pass, an n
retrospect Grinnell felt, “it was the knowledge of a young city without a
saloon which attracted enmunently a class who are the best elements of
society” (Grinnell, 97). Indeed, the reputation of J.B.’s new colony as
a dry community was one of the factors that drew the trustees of lowa
College to move the school to Grinnell from 1ts original home 1n Daven-
port.
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THE MOVEMENT OF IOWA COLLEGE TO GRINNELL

Iowa College was opened 1n 1848 as a preparatory school. By
the nud-1850s the strong anti-slavery sentiments of 1ts trustees and 1ts
anti-saloon efforts had aggravated both drinkers and pro-slavery
Democrats alike in Davenport. Already there was talk of moving the
college farther west, to a prairie town that would welcome the school’s
position on these 1ssues.

After the city of Davenport cut a street through campus on two
occasions, the trustees decided to move the college to Grinnell. Sev-
eral reasons for this move are expressed by one trustee: ““I'he determi-
nation manifested by the city authorities to extend Main Street though
the college grounds, thereby destroying their integrity, breaking up our
cherished plans, and rendering said grounds 1n our opinion totally unfit
for the purposes for which they were designated.... It may also be
proper to state that some of the Trustees are in doubt whether amore
retired situation await from the noise and confusion and temptations
incident to a city would be more favorable to the objects of an Institu-
tion of Learning™ (quoted in Jones, 12). Aprofessor atthe college
noted another: “Added to this commercial furor [the building of Main
Street through the center of campus to accommodate business in the
city] there arose against the college a strong local antipathy for our anti-
slavery views and also for our hostility to the traflic in intoxicating
liquors” (quoted in Jones, 13).

After the announcement of JTowa College’s plan to move, a
reporter for the Davenport Morning News expressed a very cynical
response: “We can’t say that we regret their departure from Davenport
.... Weare of the opinion that, after [pursuing education in the city’s
public schools] further progress in the arts and sciences will easily be
made by those who really desire knowledge, without undergoing a four
years’ process in humbugging at a one-horse College, for the sake of
oetting a disregarded commission in the army of letters, written in a
tongue [Greek or Latin] which nine-tenths of the holders cannot read in
three weeks after they getthem” (Jones, 13).

J.B. Grinnell’s colony on the prairie was much more welcoming
than Davenport, offering $40,000 worth of financial assistance and a
large plot of land to help the college establish itself i its new home.
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During the earliest years the town’s settlement, J. B. Grinnell had set
aside 160 acres of town lots to be used by a college, and in 1855 he
iitiated the creation of a literary fund made up of profits from land sales
to go towards the creation of a future college. Grinnell proudly
believed that this dedication to education helped shape the values and
reputation of the community: “the gift of town property to education at
Grinnell attracted a class of settlers of intelligence, having families in
waiting for the formation of college classes™ (Grinnell 327). In the fall
of 1861 the community’s faithful preparations paid off: lowa College
opened m Grinnell under the new name Grinnell University.

THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD

Though the settlement of the town began with J.B. Grinnell s
first purchase of land 1n 1834, construction of the promised westward
extension of the Rock Island Railroad, at that time called the Mississipp1
and Missourt Railroad, did not reach the town until June of 1863. The
north-south extension of the Central Railroad of ITowafinally reached
Grimnell in 1869, after much persuasion on the part of J.B. Grinnell.
Grinnell himself constructed athird line to connect his city with the
Poweshiek County seat in Montezuma.

The arrival of the railroad maugurated a period of rapid mndus-
trial and commercial development in Grinnell. The 1ron rail brought raw
materials necessary for manufacturing and shipped the finished products
across the country. By 1880 Grinell’s business district consisted of ““2
banks, 3 railroads, 3 hotels, 1 general store, 12 groceries, 2 hardware
stores, 4 drug stores, 9 dry goods stores, 6 blacksmith shops, 3 wagon
shops, 4 carpenter shops, 2 livery stables, 1 brick yard, 2 book stores,
2 boot and shoe stores, 3 lumber yards, 4 elevators, 3 clothiers, 1 news
stand, 2 cabinet stores, 3 jewelry stores, 3 restaurants, 2 bakeries, 3
meat markets, 2 photograph galleries, 2 dentists, 1 cigar store, 3 tailors,
3 telegraph offices, 1 music store, 4 dress-makers, 2 barber shops, 1
semi-weekly paper 1 weekly paper and 1 monthly college paper, 2
barbed wire factorics, 1 pork-packing establishment, 1 soda-water
factory, 3 millinery stores, 4 sewing machine agencies, 1 creamery, 2
coal dealers, 1 butter and egg packing establishment, 1 glove factory,
|[and | 4 harness shops™ (History of Poweshiek County, 529-530).

Trains also brought passengers, accelerating the settlement of
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the Midwest. J.B. Grinnell felt that the railroads promoted positive
social development: “the ironrail has. .. invited refined society where
before pastoral life was only congenial to a people with nomadic habits
It has . . . promoted the social unity of the people, who have found easy
and swift ways of travel” (Grinnell, 297-8).

Twenty-five years after its founding, Grinnell had grown into an
attractive and prosperous community. The progress of the town’s
development was detailed 1n a boosterish county history published in
1880: ““the large and beautiful homes, the tall and branching shade
trees, the substantial business blocks, the churches of stone and wood,
the Iowa College, the excellent public schools, the great railroad
corporations, the beautiful park, the strects and walks, the business
enterprises and wealth, the intelligence and culture of the citizens and the
character the town sustains in general, all springing up from the treeless,
trackless prairie within the short space of a quarter of a century, have
now become the pride and joy, not only of those who reside within 1ts
immediate bounds, but of the State at large™ (History of Poweshiek
County, 523).

THE CYCLONE OF 1882

Just two years after this account of Grinnell’s progress, when
the community was enjoying the optimism and enthusiasm afforded by
such successful development, a devastating cyclone tore through the
town, demolishing everything in its path. On June 17, 1882, the
tornado arrived around eight in the evening, entering town from the west
and cutting a semi-circular route before exiting in the east and moving
on through Malcolm (figure 1). The college’s orator and the Baccalau-
reate speaker at commencement ceremonies, Reverend David O.
Mears, lefi the following account of the experience:

“The 17th of June 1882, in Grinnell, was a day of terror and of
death. Allthrough the sunshine the sky seemed a curtain, above which
the intolerable heat could not find a vent. Not a breath of airmoved
even the topmost leaves of the highest trees . . . The cattle sought the
shade of the trees, but panted for breath, as if between them and the
sun there was no foliage. They sniffed the air in fear of what men did
not see. The birds winged a hurried flight before the storm clouds for
safety . .. At eight o’clock, after the sunset, the huge clouds put on their
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deepest black, as of mourming for whatwasto come. Fellowing a
fiercethunder-gust of radn and abrief, deathly calm, at a quarterpast
erghtthe black funnel shaped cloud was seen making its awful course.
WWithin 1ts sakle fol ds the cagedlightnings were at their homd play,
Almostin amoment of time there was the fearful terror of blackness
andthe deady roar—and al was still asifthe shnll whistling train of
death were paszed.

*There was only death andrun leftin itstrack, save where
peoplehadhiddenin cellars, some of whom were yet prisoners beneath
the debns, buildingshad been tossedlike ego shells from thetr founda-
tions. Freighttrains with many cars hadbeen seized by the fiery hands
andtossed off the track. The ponderouslocomeotive had been lifted
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from its standing place as children toss their toys. Trees wathin its track
were twisted from their roots, some one way, and some ancther, by the
electricforces in theirhavoc and play  The spokes of wheels were
twisted from their hubs by aprocess no tnan has discovered  Car-
riages were lifted from the street andlodgedin the tops of trees.
Human beingswere seized by the terrible blast and carried away
hundreds offeet, andleftamong the nuns thathad coveredfrom sight
the streets and gardens. Huge timbers were dnven deep into the earth
asno ponderoushammers could dnvethem. The collegebuilding of
stone andbrick were crumbled underthe crunching hand of destruction.
Forthewidth of a quarter of amile, the prostrated ruins were amonu-
ment of death. Thirty two deadbodies were left asits e dences, while
neatly ahundred persons more were seriously wounded. Soldiers,
who had seen the fiel dafter the battle, declaredthe tornado an avenger
even above war itself” (Grinnell, 251-23.

In itz wake the cyclone left splintered remains of taildings and
the carnage of uprooted trees (figure 23, In the face of this destruc-
tion, Gninnell’sresidents gatheredtogether torebuldtheir city. Asnews
of the calamity spread, dona-
tions pouredin from across the
country, totaling over
150,000 in cash and count-
less material contributions.
Hew construction began
altostimmediately on the
college campus. The first was
Alumni Hall (completed wathin siz months ofthe n:j.n::lone) followed by
Chicage, Blar, and Goodnow Halls, Inthe residential part of town,
private homes were quickly rebuilt, andwere said to be of better quality
than theitr predecessors. Ewvery account of this experience reportts the
strength and spiritwith which the community mendeditself and residents
rallied in support of each other, declaring that “ out of what appeared a
dizaster emerged a better town” (Century of Progress, 17).
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THE FIRE oF 13289

seven yearsafterthe cyclone, Grirmell suffered another disaster
COnJuneld, 1859 a mging fire bumed down much ofthe town's
thnvingbusinessdistrict  The firebegan under the noonday sunin the
F.G Treat & Co. elesrator on the R ock: Idland tracles between Ivlain and
B road Streets, igmted by a spark fromthe train. Dnvenby a fierce
southwest wind, the fre swept sastalong Commercial Street. Inless
that thtee howrs a salid bl ock ofthe business d strict—hbetween B road,
Iain, Cormnercial Street and Fourth Ave—bad been leveled Every
building located in this quadtant was cotrgpletely destroyed, the esti-
mated lossvaluedat $130,000. Withthe steadfast work of fire
fighters the blaze was contained within this hlock. Haditnotbeen for
their efforts, theblaze could sasly bave jumped Foutth Avermie, quickly
cotsuning the entire tusiness distict

Sotne Broad Street mercharnts wereable to move portions of
theirmerchandisetothe parkacrossthestreet.  Aflera desperate
three hours, thewind changed its courseand, coming directly fom the
west, swept the flame s over theunocoupied block ofthe oty pard,
providing firefi ghterswath the opporturity to gain contral oftheblaze,
Az wath the cyclone of seven years earlier, the town’sreaction to this
logswasimmediate, again illustrating the spint and will o fthe Grmmell
cotmtnuty. Shop owners perseveredinthe fice ofriin, erecting
tetnporaty stuctures inwhich to sell thetr salwaged goods until pertna-
tient stores wererebilt. The reconstnaction ofthe business district
movedat ataston shingly
fastpace, and within sx
months tnost oftheblock
between 48 Avenueand
Cormmertial Street bad
beenrebuilt. This A5
irrnedate reconstradion
garned the name “the -
PhoenizBlock™ forthose L
buildings on Broad Strect 50 tarsee g
between 4% Ave and Figure 3
Commercial Street, as they had seenmngly nsen out ofthe fire’sashes.
Ivluch ofthebusness districtin downtown Grinnell today datesback to
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this time, and looks very similar to how 1t did in the 1890s. Facades
may have been renovated, but most of the original structures remain,
and several proudly display their dates of construction.
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AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS AND
EQUIPMENT IN THE IOWA
LANDSCAPE

A BASIC INTRODUCTION TO THE PURPOSE AND
FUNCTIONING OF MANY OF THE AGRICULTURAL
BUILDINGS AND MACHINERY IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
NEAR GRINNELL

BARNS OF POWESHIEK AND JASPER COUNTIES

Most people have an 1dea of what a barn should look like and
understand 1ts basic purpose. However, bam styles vary dramatically
in different regions of the country and have evolved over time to meet
the changing needs of agriculture. What follows 1s a brief introduction
to the kinds of barns one sees in the Grinnell area today.

The wooden barn used to be the economic heart of the
midwestern farm. Before the widespread mechanization of agriculture,
barns served the needs of the family farm on which a variety of livestock
and crops were raised. Barns provided shelter for animals, storage
sites for feed and equipment, and efficient processing centers. Such
productive activities as farrowing (birthing a litter of p1gs), milking cows,
and laying eggs took place 1n one or another barn.

In the second half of the 20™ century, however, mechanization,
technological mnovation, farm policy, and economic forces have driven
most farmers to pursue increasingly specialized production. The highly
integrated small-scale family farm has given way to larger, single function
operations: grain production (corn and soybeans), dairy farms, hog
production, and beef production. New structures have been devel-
oped to meet the particular needs of each operation. Evolving agricul-
tural demands have made traditional post and beam or plank frame
barns—those built to house hay, feed, and livestock—almost obsolete.
As farmers specialize their operations, the demands placed on agricul-
tural structures have become mcreasigly specific. Most of the old
wooden barns you see today have either been modified to meet current
needs or have fallen into disuse and decay.
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TRADITIONAL BARNS—FPRE WORLD WAR )]

The setfl ernert of the prainie statesled tothe desel oprmert of
several newwrham desi gneand features. Fioneersin theWlidwest found
the Furopean bam sty es, popular in eastern states, insuted to their
needsand, given therelative scarcity of tirber on the prain e, impracti -
cal. Bam designsin eastemn states were brought ower by European
settl ers and werenot constructed in response to the particular needs of
farmersin that region.  Thus the barns erected in Iowa and the other
prain e states were ammngthe first domesti cinnovati onsin barnarch -
tecture.

The first styleto gain widespreadpopulanty in the Widwest was
the feederharn, or cattle bam, intended to house both hay and catfle.
[tz distinct size, nuich larger than barns found in eastem states, devel-
oped to accommodate the needs ofan innovative fanmimplement, the
haycamier. Thehay carrier, inverted in 1367 by lowan William
Lomden, revoluti otized barnarchitechare, This deviceall owed frrmers
to create rachhighermounds of loose hay thanthey coud d prev ously
pitchby band, which intum freed fl oorspace and encouraged famners
to thinkof creatinginten or open spacesto accorremnodate higher Yay
tnoundsand the fee movermnent of the bay carrier
Designedto storeloosehay along the certer of the floor, the feeder
harnwasan econon o solution inan
etrrirontnent withrelatively fewtressasit
elirritiated theneed forheawy timher Y
frarnesto supporta second story havy loft. e |
Caftlewere housed al ong the sides ofthe TR e N
hay mounds, and there wasoftena e
grataty (ot struchae for storingthreshed e A
graindat oneend B elowthe pealz ofthe Figure 4
gatleroofwas often ahay doorto facilitate the collect onofhay fotn
mitsidetnade possble by Louden' shay carmer) (S gared),

The secondma of innovati on o fkam architechirein the
vl dwrest was the developtment ofthetruzsto support a gambrel
roof Thisnewroof struchure drarratically increased the starage
capacity under theroofand dllowed forunobstructed movernent ofthe
hay camier. Bearditectial designcod d support a heawily laden hayloft
with only i ghivaei ght plardc hamber,. Flanl: farming replaced theheawry
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Figure &

souare titnbers popularin older bam s with lighter andles?éostljr planlk
lumber. Though tniss stictures were often modified an d esrperimented
with, the gambrel designlastedfor several decades duetothe appeal of
itz large storage capacity and structural strength {figures 5 and 6).

Dring the second decade of the twentieth century anew roof
structure gatned populanity. The eurved gothicroof formed of bent
lamimnatedhunber, marinized loft
storage capacity by eliminating
trusses andmalking use of curved
spaces( figure 7). Though more
expensvethan previous barns, the
parts for a pre-formed archedroof
were conveniently avalablethrough
mail order catalogues. This barn
styleisless comim on in Foweshiel:
and Jasper Counties and was only
used by wealthier farmers.

NEW BTRUGCTURES ForR NEW FUNCTIONS

Agricultural stietures constantly change tomeetthe growing
atid evolving needs of farming, Thebarns described sbove are vestiges
oftheeraof loosehay andintegrated agriculture. Today, mechanical
hay balers haverendered hay lofts unnecessary because bales can be
covered and storedin the field or storedin low flat structures over
winter to protect against spotlage. Economic conditions andlegislation
haveledfarmers tospenalize and consolidate their operations. Fewer
and fewer grain fanmers own livestock today, andhog, beef, and
chicken producers require more efficient structures to accommodate
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their everlarger scale ofproduction  Inthelivestock industry, consali-
dation bas intens fied competition, and only thelarger producers can
sustain themeselwes becausemarginal revenueis zo low. Thus hog
cotfinements, which house hundreds of swine under one roof, have
been developedinresponseto
econoric forces) fgure &),
= Begiminginthe 196075 theinereased
use oflarger frmimplementsmadeit
difficidt to utilize the old barns for
Figure 8 tnachitery storage. Thepolebarn
atd the machine storage shed were introduced inthe 1960510
proide shelter forlivestaclks, and storage forhayand machinery (f oure
oy, Bothutilized the sare long low structure and steel siding Boorn
purely of econot cmotives, thearrival of the pole barn structure
athounced a new era in farmstead architecture, one in whichaesthetic
concernswere put asideand financial considerationsbecame the
auiding principle.
Another threat to old barnz is the tax code. Farmersare
required to pay taxes onall farm buildings, even thozsebuil dings that are

nolonger ofany utilitanianvalue, .

Although thelands of traditional bams
desciibedabowe are still found on
trany fArmsteadsin the Grinnell area,
tratyy havebeen rared and most of
those that retmain havebeenall owed to
deterinrate,

Figure 9

BTORAGE FACILITIES

CoRN CRIES

Beforethe popularization of the combine(aharrester thresher,
described in more detadl laterinthi s chapter) in the 19503, com was
hatvested by the ear before it had completely dried, necessitating a
storage facility that could double asa natural dryer. Any struchire wath
the pumpose of staringand drving earcormnis called a corn crib, though
such structurestakee many forms. Themost cormon forminthiz area
igthedouble cormncrib (fgure 100, The datted woodenplanksalong
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the sidewalls and the central alley hetween the
two cribz allowed arto pass through and dey
the earsnaturally. Once the corn had dried, it
was talcen out of the cnbsto feed to livestock
orto shell.

The adaptation ofthe belt and bucket =
elevator (the structure and fanction ofwhichis Figure 10
described later) from mill equipment duning the mid- 198 century fanili-
tated the storage ofthreshed grain hel owthe roofofthe double corn
crih. Owethead granaries such as this allowed for easy emptying ofthe
storage bins by grawityinto wagonsin the dley below The presence of
acupolaontheroofofadouble comenb sometimes indicates that there
1z aheltand bucket elevator wathin., The cupolaprowides access to
thecorncrihs and granary from outside wath the use
ofaportable el evator

Another form of corn crib iz theroo fed
wire-mesh cnb formedin the shape of acylinder
{Agure 11). Thesewere quite popular dunngthe
second gquarter of thetwentieth century and can still
he seen on farmsin this areatoday.

Athird corn cnb structure, the rounded end
concrete tile crib wasintroduced in the 134 0z and i
50z (gee figure 12). Advantagesthat concrete Figure II
structures had to offer over wooden structures
were increased strength, resistance to fire, and
fewer problems with rodents. Thoughthecorn
ctihe ofan eatdier erarem ain on nearby farms
today, most stand emnpty, asthe pickang o feared
corn was phased out wath the advent o fthe
cotnbine, which shucks and shells corn asitis
Figure 12 harvested from the fields.

8ILOS

Asilois atall cylindrical structure inwhich choppedhay, corn,
oroatsis stored. Siloshave beenused to store feed for livestock since
1575 and becamne espectally popularin the 196 0% Silo usage has
declined inrecent vears since many farmerts today only raise grain on
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their fanms, and the crops harvested to be storedina silo areused for
animal feed. A silothatis 20 foot in diamneter and 70 feet tall holds
ghout 350tons of feed.

Cropsthatare choppedtobe storedina sloutilize the entire
plantand arehatwested at an eatlier stage of matunty than ather forrns
ofharvesting A fterthe silageis putintothe silo a fermentati on process
talees place for about two weeles, Mittogen dicxide, a poisonous
byproduct of ferrnentation, collectsand remains in any depression or
enclosed space. A blower is runinthe silo to help cdroulateair bt does
notelimirate the danger,

ELEYATORS

The term el evator has several meanings. [t can refer to the
portable el evator, introducedin the 1690z, wiich was used to fill on-
fanm com cribz or storage hins, This deviceizalong trough witha
cortimous moving belt ar chainwith attached padd es, which stoodat
an angdeand could beraized or lowered to meet the opening irto which
thegrminwas dunped. Inthe 1960°s these itmplemert s, whi ch can still
be seenleaning aginstabandoned crib struchaes on old fatrnsteads
(fmre 13, werereplaced by the augur, which fialfillsthe same purpose
oflifing and transporting grain between containers. Instead ofthe
bucket el evator systern, augurs use alarge extended rotating screw that
floats onacushion of grain. Thetenn elevator canal so refer to similar,
but larger, corweyor devices used to transport grain fom truckczinto
mch biggeroff fanm storage facilities.

Thesze facilities themselvesarereferred toas grain elevators.
Grain elevators have been a feature ofthe lowa landscape since the
arfival ofratlroads inthe 18605,and they wereneatlyalwayslocated
along railroad ines. Farmers from the surrounding area brought their
graiti to the local elesmtor to sell, o )
forthe el evatorto store for fatureuse = e -
or zale whenprices wentup. The first
el evators were made of wood, which |
fot only sometimes could not support
theload of fill hins (bursts werenot
uncotrtnot, and Faollen wall s often
called for emergency reinforcing), it Figure 11

-4




alsowete fire hamards asthe fatmrnabl e wood esteriorand dey grain
cottents wete fuel for drarratic fresignited by spatkes fomtrmins. The
great Wlaze of Ty 1889, which leveled trnch of Grinnell s husitiess
district, heganwhen an el evator alotyg the train tracles caught fire.

The development ofcoticrete grain d svatorsinthe ealy
208 century matked thehegirming of a new era in grain storage.
Cioncrete elevators ool d hold larger quartities o fgrain more safd v and
securely (fiqure 143, Further increases in crop production in the 208
century, resulting fomincreasingmecta-
nization of fanming, the introduction o fthe
sovbean, the development ofhybad com
vari gties, and increagng use of dhemical
fertilizerzandpedicides, dermanded
largerandmare mamerous storage
structures. Inthe 1960z, ciroudar steel i
hins equippedwith d ectric dryers i,
hecameincreasing wpopular for off-fanm Figuve I
storage. Fasyto construct and sturdy, they werealess expensve
altermative tothe rrassve concrete elevators, and ther oarved coma-
gated steel wall s could wathstand the pressure of thousand s ofbushd =
ofgrain. Thelarger steel bins at the Sully Cooperati ve Fxchange
elesmtorin Grinnell (located betind Hy-
Wee) hawve capacities ofupto 350,000
hushelz (fmare 153
Fie, 1 Today, stall on-farm bins areoften
I =y eouinped with ther own dving equip-
o rrent, all owang the fmerthe optionof
selling grain driedto the level desired by
theelevator Larger-scale fanmneare increasingly selling directlvto the
processingplant, cuting outthe rrd ddle step of sdling graintothe
glevator Thistrend could lead to the eventual obsolescence of the
cornrrnwity grain elewator and, ke the old bams, their gradual disap-
pearance forn the landscape.
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FARM MACHINERY AND |[MPLEMENTS

Ilog of ushave been shack behinda slow- movingpiece of
fartm ecquipamertt whil e driving dowen the bghoray, yet ferr peopletake
the titn e to examitie these mackities close wp andlearnabout their
various functi ons, What followrsis a basicintroductiontothemos
cottn ofvitnpl eth ents use dbry Lowa farmer s today.

CULTIVATICN IMPLEMENTS

FPRIMARY CULTIVATION JMFLEMENTS

Pritn sty cvltivaticn tools are nsedin corverdd oral illage (oot
used inno-till o mirdsosm- i1 farrd ng) to prepare gronnd for ror crop
cultivati oty e speciadly after the fleld has been usedfor som ethitg other
that rowr crops, such ashay, This canbe done either in the fall or the
spring. Plows sendchisel s deepinto the groundtobre sk up and
overturn earth in large choarks. The chisels are follow ed by a hatrow
whi chbrealks g andlewels off lar ge choribes
of earth

Diigksare oftern used after plowing
to firther break up danps of overbarned
eatth, level off the large chiniks, andkill
weed ve getationnot distarbe d by the plow

(figurele.

SEEDEEDTNLAGEIMFLEMENTS

Zomealth of implem et s are avail dbl e to assistfarm erswiththe
preparation of the seedbed in order to achieve the optimoum condit ons
for sowing and succe sshd germdrationn  The following machinesare
ugedto dice andmix swrface residue (stalk s and other gl ant debrisleft
hehind after the previous season’s hatvesf), root ot eatlyweeds, till
aicdlevel the earth, andincorporate chemd cal fertilizers andherbi cides
irtothe soil. How ever, som e farm ers foll o a no-till prochact on plan
that izniores seedbe d preparati on it order to save ime andredace
toprecil erosiotn. Mo-till plantingd susaally dore at alater date that
cotrveritiona planting as sol warmsmore slowlywhenit is oot tarned.

- FieM Cultirator: Today farmiers can choose from amyriad of
opticts when consnacting the most appe opeiate field odtivator to meet
T



the demands oftheir particular produc-
tion plans. Thesedevices usea combi-
nation ofhitches wath attached sweeps
and showels, disks, and hamrows to
prepare the seedbed as desired (figure

17 Figure I7

ROW-CROPCULTIVATICHN IM PLEMENTS

Cultivation implements are used while cropsare growing to
break up and aerate hardened soil (thus enhancing moistureabsom-
tion), uproot weeds, and incomporate cherni cal s and nutrients. It was
necessary forall firmers to cultivate orhoetheir crops before chenicals
for weed control wereintroduced soon after World War I1 Itbecame
rare forthe large-scale farmer to use cultivating implements, since
chemical fertilizers and herhicides provided protecti onagainst weeds,
Theuse ofthese implements is rmch mare cotmmon among fBrmers who
pursue toitd ronn chetrd cal application or orgard ctnethods and try to
tninitrize or avoid the use of chernicals ontheir crops.
- Row Crop Cultivator: Somewhat similarin _
design to the field cultivator, the row crop cultiva-
tor also makes use ofhitches, and S4ines of C-
shanks withattached sweeps and showelsto
brealoup soiland weedroots, Unlilee feld
cultivators, rowe crop cultivators oftenuse ether
shielding or bar-off disksto protect the young . : -
plants from damage(figare 18}, Figura 18
- RotaryHoe: Thistoaol lookslikea toothed disk and servesta
hreals up crusty scil aftera hard min and prevent young plants frotn
getting clogged wnder packed earth.  The hoeis effective on recently-
sprouted weeds and canbe used before the tow crop cultivator while

CIOpS Are WEry Foung.

PLANTINGD AND BEKEDING

IMPLEMENTS p
Planters and drillsm ake use of dises to £ i

credte a shallow trench in the seedbed where Nel®

the seedis deposited and soil is pressed back
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into place overthe seed. Some are equipped with spravers to combine
sowing operationswith licquidfertilizer, pesticide, and/or herhicide

application (Agure 159
HARYESTING IMPLEMENTS

COMEINE

Thecombine (com’™-bine) 15 an impletnent what combines the
actions of harvesting and threshinginto asingle operation. Prrmfive
combines existed even before the turn of the 20% century, hutthe
technology advancedin the 1920z and *303, and by thelate 19503
comhbines had hecotne wirtually essential to profitable gran agn culture
due tothe remendous saving in time and energy they afforded.

The combine 15 pethaps the most daunting machine on the fanm
today sitnply due toits sheer size and the speed wath whichit cuts
through fields, consuming stems of mature sovbeans or stalkes of com
and leaving their shreddedremainsin its path. Thehead, posthioned out
front, cuts fully mature sovhean plants near their base and feeds them
into the system ofinternal processing chambers. Only the ear of com,
afterbeing separated from the stalkis fed into this system o fchambers.
The firstofthese chambers houses a threshing and separating unit where
cottr 15 shelled fom the cob, sovbean pods removed fromthe stem, and
oats separated from the hull. The grainis then channeled into a deaning
urnt while theremander ofthe plantis
chopped and depoaited hack onto the
field & ftertheisolated grainis
cleaned, itis transferred to aholding
tanls that can store two or three
hundredbushels. When the tank iz
full, an anger can transfer gram from
the combine tank to a grain wagon
alongsidethe combine (G gure 200,

Figure 20

MCWERS, C ONDITICNERS, HAY RAKES, AND BALERS

Iost farmers who own cattle grow alfalfa (or clover on acid
soilz) to use ashay feed fortheir amimals. During hay cuthing seasorn,
which ocours two or threetitnes ayear (depending on growing condi-
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tions), mowers, hay rakes and hal ers are a common sightin fields and
parked nearharns.  Mowers cutthe crop near the hase of its stalle and
‘conditioners (ofter combined into aangle mower-conditioner unit)
ctush the stalk to allow motsture to escap e and speed the diyving
process. The conditioned stalks arethendeposted inlong swathis
approzmately 3°-5" wideandleftto dry. Hay rakes, with their distine-
tive tined disks, comb the long piles ofhay mto manageablewindrows.
The hay should be haled as soon asit 15 dry enough. Loose hay
can spoil afteritisraned on Inthe past, the mostpopular way to hale
hay wasin small rectangul arhales weighing 50to 75 pounds. In 1971,
lowa-native Gary Vermeer invented thehig round hay haler: Cnce the
hay has dnedin the feld, which vsally takes only a few days, round
halers are driven over windrows, combingup hay and feedingitinto an
internal chamber of moving belts thatwand itinto atightround bale
wathin the machine (Agure 210 An mternal sensordetermineswhen a

Figure 21

hale1s complete and autormat cally opensthe compartment, deposiing
the haleon the field If vousee afield with staggered round hales, they
were prohably made gquite recently, asmost farmers move halesto a
central storage locatonlike apolebarn or wrap themmin aplastic
covering to shed rain and prevent spotlage. Bothround and rectangul ar
hales are still made, though biground bales, 1,000t0 1, 800 pounds,
are the more common way of harvesting and storinghay, Amorerecent
developmentis the large square bale weighing 1,500 to 2, 000 pounds.
Mewer haling machines can create a full hale in amatter of minutes
This efficient processis a vastimprovement from the eady days when
fanmers devoted alarge portion oftime and energyintomanaging hay
manualy.  Compact hay bales, easy to transport and store, arermuch
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more manageable than loose hay.

* Jowa Farmers have relied on various kinds of machinery since the
1850’s, but it was the technological changes of the 20™ century, such as
the invention and adoption of gas powered tractors and combines, that
catalyzed the most dramatic, rapid, and widespread transformation in
the kinds of operations pursued and the scale at which farming took
place.
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ARCHITECTURAL HIGHLIGHTS OF
GRINNELL TOWN AND MPUS

A BRIEF SURVEY OF 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES IN GRINMELL

One can find everything from Victor an and Queen Anne styles
popular during thelast quarter ofthe 19%century, to Prainie School and
bungalow style domestic architecture from the 19105 and * 205, to
moderust buldngs of morerecent vintage. Thereare also examples of
modified or bybnd architectiral styleswhi ch combine features oftwo
formsina single structure. Most buildings from thetum ofthe 20®
centuty have also been renowated at least once, often includingthe
addition of featires not typical ofthe ongnal style or the removal of
features thathad become dated and unfashionable. What followsisa
listofthe pnncpal architectural styles found in Grnnnell and the
addresses of some buldingsin the comtmuntty 1llustrative of these styles.

GO0THIC STYLES

GOTHIC REYIVAL

The Charles H. Spencer
House(figure 22, at 611 Sizth
Avenue, was constructedinthe . v
late 18605 inthe GothicRevival  # .
stylepopular dunng that time. !
Onginally located on the corner of
Ian Street and Sixth Avenuethe
structure has been moved twice
atid 15 now home to the Chnstian
Science Socety. Withits front - Figure 22
gahled roof, steeply-pitched at the top and decorated with elaborate
vergehoards, and central-arched window heneath the front gable, this
buil ding displ ays rnany features charactenstic ofthe style inwhich it was
bult. Hawing been well maintained {despiteitsrelocations!), the
spencer Houseis isted ontheMNatonal Fegister of Histonc Flaces.
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PERPENDICULAR GOTHIC

Dedicated on May 17,1907, Herrick Chapel (figure23),
located on the east side of Park Street at the intersection with Seventh
Avenue, is a fine example of the Perpendicular Gothic style of archi-
tecture. Herrick Chapel s design represents arevival with modifica-
tions of the style of the medieval gothic cathedral. This style became
popular in the United States at the turn of
the 20% century andis distinguished by its
delicate angular features. Herrick Chapel
has several features typical of Perpendicu-
lar Gothic design: thelarge elegant stained  §
glass windows set into the walls, clerestory §
windows along the zide to admit light and
contribute to the airy atmosphere within,
andthe west facing entrance. Herrick :
Chapel isused for a variety of religious and §
secular activities by both the college and |
commmumnity.

VICTORIAN STYLES Figure 23
The Victorian Period in American architecture lasted from
1860 to 1900, andmuch of Grinnell *srich architectural heritage was
built in various styles grouped under the label Victorian.
Thelasttwo decades of the 19™ century, in particular, was a prosper-
oug time for many Grinnell industrialists and merchants who often built
elegant homesin styles derived from the latest European, especially
English, architectural fashions.

QUEEN ANNE
Between Main and East Streetsthere can be found nmumerous

homes built in the Queen Anne style of Victorian architecture, which
wag popular during the 1ast two decades of the 19th century. The
Queen Anne style isinappropriately named. Ithadlitfle to do with
architectural styles during the reign of England’s Queen Anne (1702-
14). Perhaps the purest, most elegant and best-preserved example is
Marsh House, at 833 East Street (figure 24). The home isnow a
bed and breakfast —hIarsh House. Builtin1892 by townjeweler E.
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A March thebasec structure and extenior detaling o f Marsh House are
chatacteristic of the Queen Anne style. Its steeply pitchedhupped roof
wathlower asymmetrically placed cross gables are trpical roof features
ofthiz stvle. Theuse of dassical columns as porch supports, raized to
thelevel oftheraling and custered in groups oftwoor three identify
Iarsh House ashelonging to the Free Classical subtype of Cueen
Annedesign Thepedimenton the
porch roof overthe frontentryis another
trpical varation ofthiz stvle. Amongthe
mostdistinctve Queen Anne characteris-
tcsdisplayed here are the warious de-
wicesusedto avoid a lat-walled surface:
bracketing under second story ovethangs,
mntegral recessedporches (asecond story
porch ower the entry and athird story
porch under theside gahle), shingl ed weall Rgere 24
surfaces, and apolygonal tower embraced between the cross gables,
Amodificatonofthe trpical Cueen Anne styleis the Carney
Home, 1133 Broad Street, (figure 2 5) which now housesthe Carnage
Housze Bed & Breakfast The Carney Home was huiltin 1895 by
wealthy lumber and coal merchant Bemard I Camey. Purchazed by the
college during the 1930z, it serwed as amen’s dormitory for severd
vears. Consdered one ofthe more elegant Victorian manstons in towiy,
it has six bedrooms and asleepingporch. The third floor was oniginally
the servants” quarters. Its architectural stvleis ahybnd of Cueen Anne
and Richardsonian Romanesque, which was popularin the Midwest
hetween 1890 and 1900, This style developed asareaction to the
Gothic and Italianate forms popularin previous decades. The two
influencing styles share a preference for towers wath comical roofs,
sharply pitched iregular rooflines, and
o large chimneys However, pure
. Richardsonian style s known forits use
‘of heavy rough stone whereas the
Chueen Anne e dways used wood,
The pancipal Fichardsontian contnbu-
tionisthe use ofhonzontd lines, which
give the huilding aheawy 2olid lookin
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contrast to the tall delicate appearance o fmost Cueen Annes.
Other Queen Anne structures include 1131 Park Street, (Harry
Hopkins House, owned by the college and named for a famous

Grinnellian, hutnothishome) 1125 Broad Street, 1313 Main Street,
and 1222 Broad Street.

RICHARDEONIAN ROMANEEQUE

After the greatcyclone 0£ 1882 leveled much ofthe college
campus, oodnow Hall (figure 26) was
among four buildings completed dunng the
reconstruction effort. Itsthree contern-
poranes—EBla, Chicago, and Alumtd
Halls—were torn dowen during the late
19505 & early “603, leaving Goodnow,
it datingto 1885, asthe oldest existing
=8 building on campus. The construction of
thistnassive stone building was fanded by
asngle generous donor, Edward & Goodnow, aphilanthropist from
Worchester, Massachusetts. Mr Goodnow wastouched by accounts
ofthe cyclone’s destruction relayed to him by the Reverend David O
Mears, hispastor and the haccalaureate speaker at the college’s 1882
commencement.  Dunng the Rew Mears™s stay in Iowa, he met and
fell i lowve wath Mary Grinnell, daughter of Josiah Bushnell Grinnell, after
whom the town and college arenamed. When Mears and Gnnnell
marned later that year, Goodnow donated money for Goodnow Hall
which onginallyhoused alibrary and astronomical ohservatory (and
today the Anthropology Departrnent), and for awomen’s dormitory—
Mary Grnnell Mears Cottage.

Goodnow Hall was designed by Stephen E. Earle, astudentof
Henrvy Hobson Richard son, who proneered apopular Romanesque
revival style of architecture called Richardsoman Romanesgque. The
influences of Earle™s instructor are evident in hig design of Goodnow
Hall. Its distinctive featores are all charactenstic ofthe Richardsonan
Fomanesque style: rough-faced square stone walls (in thiz case of Sious
guartzite’), with wade round topp ed arches above wind ows and the
entrance porch, and an asymmetncal facade with atower on one ade.

With its characten stic wide arches, polygonal tower, and
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agyrnmetrical facade, Stewart Library (foure 27) 15 another fine
ezanple of Richardsonian Romanesque architecture,  Builtin 1901
of Cmahapressed gray bnckwith sandstone trim, the original
bulding boasted a slate roof and circular starcase: The frosted
glass floor ofthe merranine
lewel iz a feature inspired by
the Bibliotheque Mationale
de France in Paris. When
Stewart Library underwent
renovations between 1978
and 1980, great care was
taken tomantan and restore
the onginal style ofthe n : :
huﬂdjng Figura 27
An nterestingmodi fication ofthe pure Richardsonian
Eomanesque styleisthe RC. Ross Home (fGoure 28 a 1114
Broad Street. Bultin 1905,
the architectb orrowed
features from Richardsontan
Eotmatiesque and Atnerican
= Foursquare styles. Although
= . theextenorisasrking rough
2 red stonelocking materidl
{(whichiz actualy tinted
~ concretel) and has the wide
Figure 28 arches and rounded tower
characteristic ofthe Richardsont an Romanesgque style, its symitnets -
cal facade with an attractive central entryvway are typical features of
the &merican Foursquare style.

BHINGLE
The H. L. Beyer House

(gure 297 at 14 14 Broad Street
exernplifies the shingle style of
Victonan architecture. Builtin
1910, itwas alaerendiionofa
styvle thatwas mo st popular on the

Figure 29
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northeast coast ofthe United States during thelast two decades ofthe
19%8century The features of this shingle-stdebuildingincludean
azyrumettical shape witha steeply pitched roofand walls fnished with
contimous shing es unintermpted by comer boards. Unlilce the other
Wictorian architectural desi gns that were popular at the ime—Chueen
Anneand Richardsonian Romanesque—=hingle styleavads decomtive
detalingandinstead seelesto emphasize contimity overanitregulatly-
shaped surface.

NEOCLASSICAL

Nollen House( figure30) located at 1121 Patk Street, was
builtin 1903 forDavid Butherland Morrison, an heir to one of eardy
CGrirmell'stnost promrinentindustries,
thetanningand glove factory, The
housewas designed by architect
FugeneH. Taylor, a Grmmell Caollege
graduate fromthe class 0f 158746,
Though the style ofMNollen Houze
reserrbles Greslresival, itisfartoo
voung tobeclass fied under this style, Figure 300
which lostpopulatity bythe 18605 Instead, it dates fromthe MNea-
classical age of architecture, which erg oyed profminence duting the first
halfofthe 20% century. MNollen House's fill -height entry porch with
pedirnent above and solid ionic colutrms as supports, boxzed eave with
square dentils beneath a moderate overhang, and syroreta cally bal-
anced doorsand windows are all features charactenstic ofMNeoclassical
architecture. The college purchased Mollen House in 1937, and the
building now houses the offices ofthe president and acaderic deans,

PRAIRIE BTYLE

The so-called “Praine School™ ofarchitectare, which hiadits
mostwigarousproponentzand devel opment in Chicago, washom of
theptilosophy that buildings shoul d reflect the landscapeand cdltireof
theit surroundings. Architects ofthis school felt that the European-
detived architertural styles popularin the United States during the eatly
decadesofthe 207 century wereinappropriate, especiallyina Iid-
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western setting, and argued that America should develop its own
dotmestic architecture. The architects associated with this movernent
designed houses that resonated with their setting. A= architectural
historian DisieLegler has written, “With ite refreshimngly open interiors
atid strong honizontal lines, the Prairie house cleatly evokedthe freedom
of the lmitless M dwestem landscape™!

orinnell is hometo several struchures that exhibit features
charactenistic of praine style architecture. The hMerchants National
Bank building (figure 3 17 at Fourth Av enue and Broad Street, known
agthe“Jewel Box,” was designed in 1514 by
Lows=H Sullivan, founder of what cameto be
known asthe” Chicago School” of architecture
and mentor of several renowned architects,
including Frank Llowd Whight. Thebuilding is
listed a= a Naticnal Historie Landmark by the [
1.5, Department of the Intenior and now houses § w2y =
the Grinnell Chamber of Cormimerce, Imagine : :
rinnell, and Poweshiek Avea Developtmernt. L
Aullivan’s reputation as a leader among Chicago g L B
architects was based mainly on his distinctive Figure 31
style of elaborate omamentation inspired by shapes of plants and natural
forms of the Midwest prairie states. By 1210, Sullivan’s work was
losing favor i the big cities and hebegan accepting commissions i
stmall Midwestemn towns, including Grmnell. Tronically, thiswork
contributed tohie farne afterhis death n 15924

Ancther ™ Framne School” building in Grinnell 12 BaJ. Ricker
House, (figure 320 at 1510 Broad Street. Ricker House was designed
i1 1911 by \Walter Burley Griffin and MMarion MMahory Griffin, a husband
anid wife who were disciples of Sullivan and foratime had been associ-
ates of Frank Llovd Wright. Thehotne was built forthe family of BT
Eicker, a parther i a lncrative glove .
matufacturing business and a director of
the MMerchants National Banle.  Since it
construction in 1911 the house hasbeen
exceptictially well maintained and pre-
servedinthe tradition of the Praine
Achool’s designs. Grinnell College
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purchased thehousze in 2000 and uzesit for receptions and to house
vidting foity

Grinnell isthought tobe the only sitein wiich aldings by
sullivanand Gaffin sandin clozeprozmity to each ather

OTHER BUILDINGSE OF ARCHITECTURAL
INTEREST BIGNIFICANCE

The Spencer Building ( f qure 3331 0cated on the nottheast
cottier ofIvlain Street and Fourth Avetnie, was
cotistuctedin 1854 by theDes Woines
architectural finn of Fosterand Liebbe, The
endeawor was corrissaoned by H. C. Spen-
cet, cashier atthe First Mational Banle of
Grinnell and son of the bank’s founder. The
original ocoupants includeda clothing storeon
theground floor called “Dradight Storeroom,”™
offices onthe second floor,and a barbershop
and publichathinthe bazement. Several
architectural featwesrefled a cambination of
[taliarateand Clateauesque styles popularin =
the 1 5380s, when thi s il ding was designed. Fipura 33

The decorative bracketed cornicesand tall narrow windowes
wath elaborate crowms above are characteristi c ofthe Italianate form
found through the 18502, The five pinnacles set alongthe top ofthe
buil dingand tnangular gable extensi on abowe the second story window
ontheentrance sideatre elaborations rerninds cerd of the Clateauesque
style which wasjust gaining populaityinthe 1880s,

The H.W., Spaulding House (figure 34, at thenortherest
corner of Wain 2t and Sizth Averie, was one of four hormes bult by
the Spaulding family on that block during the last quarter ofthe 198
century. HW. Spaudingamivedin
Grnnellin 1876 and openeda blacl-
srmith shop onlvlain Street between
Fourth andFifth Avenues. Laterhe
: builtabrick buildingat the sitethatis

e 111 standingat 314 and 912 Ivlain
Street (where FagstoFichesand
-8
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Fhase [Inoware). Spaul ding became ane of Grirmell s most illust ous
industrialistz az the owner ofa camage rrarnfachiing cotrparry that
sold weli clesthroughout the United States. (Ree eanplesatthe
Grrmndl Historical Wusewrn ) nadditi on to bol stering the cornrr ety 's
econotrry hroughhisrnanafachring plant, Spau dngwas atrustes of
Grnnell College, roayor of Grinnell, presidert. of Citizens Mati oral
Banls, and senatorin the lowaleg datare. Hehad the home builtin
1905, Ttis still a private residence.
The Masonic Teraple (fioure
35 onMEin Street, completedin
1918, represerts an eclectic style.
Thepillared frort fcadeis rerrird scent
ofterrpl e architechure o fthe Greels
resival style, wetthe cerarr ctiles
- adomingthe pilastersandthe sculpted
Fewe liliesand pomegrarates ocated atop
the pilasters seemto anticipate the At Dreco styl e that becarne popular
several yearslater The spheresabowethe two central pilastersrepre-
setit the cel estial {left) and terrestrial (0 ght) realms, which hold spedal
sigrifi cance for the Freermasons. Theident fang Wasonic sealis
etrhedded it the upper wall ofthe front of the udlding
The Clicago firrn of Skdrmore, Owings, and Werdll (S0,
and more especially Walter Metsch, a partner ofthe fitn, wererespon-
sitile forthree o cetart bildings onthe Central Catrpus of Grinnel
College. The College President, Howard B owen, and Walter Metach,
witking wath other designers from SO0 and withmernbers o fthe
Callege faoalty, beganplarring Burling Library( fl gure 360 late in
1956, The original plan called
fora™three-levd Pasalionwith
single-pane darkcened gdass on
all four sidesand anundulating
pyrar dal roof” (Walkeer), The
plan was subzequertly modi -
fiedtoinclude glaszs anly on the
natthand soth elevati ons
(thmsto recuce potential heat

Figure 30
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loss during cold weather) and a flatroof

Thebuilding was completed, dedicated, and opened m 1955,
By 1975 it had become apparent that the Library was running cut of
space morerapidly thanhad been anticipated. In 1980 President
Teorge Drake cornmmissioned Ben Weese, of the Chicago firm of
Weese, Hickey, and Weese, to implement a plantorenovate and
expand the Library Soon after planning began, itwas detennined that
expanding the Libratry by going underground would be impracticable
because ofthe height of the underlying watertable. Weesethen pro-
posed, andthe College accepted, building a two-level “penthouse”
above the existingupper level ofthe Library. Weese's recommendation
to clad the penthouse i two shades of light gray followed from his study
of weather pattems inthe ITowa sky dunng the academic vear; inthis
way he hoped to mmimize the disturb ancethat the penthouse cauzed to
the lines of Metsch's criginal building. Therenovation and expansion
were cotnip leted late in 1982,

The second 5 Obd building on central carmpus 1sthe original fine
artebuilding, constructed in 1961 (seebelow). The third and, to many,
the finest of Walter Netech’s designe, iethe Forum (figure 37, Ac-
cording to Netsch, President Bowen stated thathe wanted the College
to have, not atraditional student union, but a building inwhich cne
“doezn thang one’s ntellectual hatatthe doorupon going in™ Aswas
the casewith MNetsch’s earlier buildings on Central Campus, theplanning
was carried outin close collaboration with members of the faculty The
Forum received its name at the suggestion of Mermritt Ludwig, Vice-
President of the College and a member of the Planning Committee. Tt
was opened late in 1964

TheForumwell digp la}rs the characteristics of Netech's strongly

: 3 geometnc“field theory™ The
):;f, buildingutilizes vanations i
elevation, fumishing, illumina-
tion and outlook over the
catnpus it all four directionsto
create spaces which can
supportavariety of activities
Itigworth noting that, fiue-




trated in his wish have four elevations all in glass in Butling Libmiyg
Wetsch secuied thern for the Foruen. The building consistsof large
cotctete piers showing the grain of the hemlock fomms inte which the v
wete cast. In the three big tooms of the upper leve lthe nse of wooden
celings and wooden piess, the latter an eleventh-hour substitntion for
cotictete, Zene ftes a sense of wartath not always associated with the
cugtornary austerity of Me tech’s styde. Fobert Peters, project architect
fior the Forun, took a partic vlar it s st not onlyin the design itself, but
in the formishings on the upper lewel. Fxce pt for the tasteful addition of
rarnps to facilitate access to the building byrthe disabled, the Fornm has
tetnained essentiallyunchanged fromm its opening to the press it firne,
etiduing evidence of Netschand Peters's succ ems it deve loping “an
e xpressive tegional archite ctural she ™ and in “exploring itterior space,
fittings, and firrnishings inan odginal and foifil way” (I TERIORS,
December 1948)

Grinnell College s Buclsbaum Center for the Avis, (fizuse
32) located on the north side of Bixth fere e be toreen Past and East
Atreets, openedin 1999, Incorporating an earlier fine ars building
designed in 1961 by Walte r Metsch of S kidimore, Owrings, & Merrill in
Chicago, the new portion of the building was designe dberinternation-
allyacelatned architect Cesar Pelli. Intended to bring togethe ¢ the fown
and catnpus by reaching inboth directions, the building servesboth the
colle ge and cornmunityby housing ’ .
immtructional and studio facilities for
mmusic, att, and theatre students, as
well asperfonmance and exhibition
spaces (Sebiing-Lewis Recital Hall
and the Fanlconer Galle 177 open to
the public. The Bucksbanmn Centeris =5
atnong an extensie listof buildings
desizned by Pelli, including a new terrinal at RJanaldR.e azanWashing-
ton Mational & irpott, the Petronas Towers inFuala Durnpur, the Wotld
Finanecial Center in Mew Vodk City and additions o the Moseun of
Mode m brtin Mew Vork City

The Exnvironmenial Education Center (EEC) (fizure 397 iz
located at Grinnell Calleze s Conard Ervritonimental Research Area ten
toiles westof Grinne lin Jaspe r Countyr The 75300 square foot facility
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contains classroom, laboratory, research, greenhouse and support
space for classes in field biol ogy, environmental sciences, and non-
biology courses. It was designedby Holabird and Root and openedin
2005. The U.S. Green Building Council (USGB C) awardedthe EECa
goldrating under the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Dedgn) Green Building Rafing System in recognifion of its exceptional
level of green design. The building isthe firstin Iowa toreceive the
designation.

Higurs 30

Builtin 2005, Gnnnell College’s Athletic and Filness Center
(figure 40} islocated at 1201 10th Avenue. The architectural firms of
Cesar Pelli and A z=ociates and Sazaldi A szociates collaborated on the
facility’s design. One of the focal points of the Athletic and Fitness
Center is the new performance basketball/volleyball gymnasium,
carrying forward a storied
past that began in the
original Darby Gym on
Eighth Avenue. Portions of
the old gym have been
preserved andusedin the
new athletic center, includ- s
ingtheiconic Darby Figure 40
torches, now on interior walls.

Set perpendicular to 10" Avenue to maximize the depth of the
site, the buil ding shows two principal faces, each with a canfilevered
roof and each dominated by glazed curtain wallz that frame the two
main access patterns, first for the gym, then for the larger complex
behindit. The windows on the ground level of the street face, through

which we see one of the walls of the gym, are sef in three honzontal
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strips stretching the length of ten bays that are articwd ated onthe e or
by painted steel columns adjacent to the glass. The primaryfagade
leadsnorth away from the street and is definedby cwrved gl ass manring
ghout halfthelength of the bl ding’swesternflank. The glassinthistall
sitzle-story sectionistwice as highasthat onthe street, extendingfrom
the entranceportal along six bays of broad ditm ensions, agatn marked
Frrirnteri of colurins.

The facility o soinclude s an ae il sy gyan and the 2,000-
seuare-footFitne ss Center, equipped with strength-trairingand cardio
equipment. Thiznorthernm ost sectionofthe complex is expressed on
the exteri o of the ilding” s far we stern hlock, parall el to the foothall
field borthree stories of glass and baro shades of bick, repeating the
trpe of solidwall daddingusedto syplement the glags on the 108
Sorernie side.

ThizisPhasgel of amudti-phaze project. Fubwre phases ate
ez pected to dtnclude a fiel dhouse situate drnosth of the perform atce gy,
atd a poolto the west. The entive com plex will encompass abo
165,000 sejuare feet it areversed L-shaped configyration, along the
east and souathsides of the foothall fleld between the railroadtrack and
10thdenne.

The Joe Rosenfield '25 Center(figure 417, campletedin
2006, overlooks C etutral © ampus from itslocation onEighth Avernie
betr een Park Street and East Street. The architectoral firm of Cesar
Pelli atvd Aszociates desi gnedthiz modern and expatsive facility, The
certerisnam edtohono one of Grirmell College s moost il st ous
dlwmtd, Joseph Fosenfi el 4725, a buasine ssmoan andtrastes who s
ahilities as anirere sor helped
secure theC ollege’s fatre.

The 110,000- seuare-
footR osenfield Center coversa
footpritt area of about 46,400
suare feet, comprising three
ghove ground foriesand a
service basem ent, with am axi-
mxn height of 46 feet. Con-
cetvedof asthe “lrangroom™

'-\._I .-'H. ._
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Figure 41
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forthe campus, 1t 1s abusy hub of activity for students, faculty, stafl, and
visttors. This mviting complex provides centralized student dining, a grill
open to the public, a fireplace lounge, offices for student activities and
staft, and spaces for other social, cultural, educational, and recreational
activities.

The exterior elevations are set off by the use especially of
Vermont green slate, Mankato Koseta cream stone, various brick
blends and glass treatments, and painted steel columns, The courtyard s
remarkable for 1its wave wall, glazed curtan wall, and columns. Of
interest 1s the application to each side of the building of a very ditferent
face. The principal view, with entrances on 8" Avenue, consists of
multiple sections signaled by a variety of shapes and materials. If one
approaches from the west with the prevailing traffic pattern along &
Avenue, the mitial impression of the long southern fagade ahead 1s
enhanced by the use of different geometries, massing and materials for
the westemn side of the complex, in turn suggesting its variety of interior
spaces and functions.

The view from the Harris Center side, and the north generally,
across a broad expanse of open grass shows multiple sections in
staggered heights and different materials. Atthe same time, 1ts length 1s
emphasized by the predominant horizontal of its main rear section clad
in brick and highlighted by a central window grouping. Finally, the east
facade leads north away from the street and 1s defined by curved glass
running about halfthe length of the building’s western flank. The glass in
this tall single-story section 1s twice as high as that on the street, extend-
ing from the entrance portal along six bays of broad dimensions, again
marked by interior columns.

Fourteen buildings in Grinnell are listed on the National Park
Service’s National Register of Historic Places (www.cr.nps.gov/nr/
research): Stewart Library, 926 Broad Street, registered in 1976;
Merchants National Bank, Fourth Avenue and Broad Street, registered
in 1976; Chicago/Rock Island/Pacific Railroad Depot, Third Avenue
and State Street, registered in 1976; Spaulding Manufacturing Com-
pany, Fourth Avenue and Spring Street, registered in 1979; B.J. Ricker
House, 1510 Broad Street, registered in 1978; Goodnow Hall, Grinnell
College, registered 1n 1979; Mears Cottage, Grinnell College, regis-
tered in 1979; Levi P. Grinnell House, Grinell College, 1002 Park
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Street, registered in 1979; Charles H. Spencer House (Christian
Science Society), 611 Sixth Avenue, registered in 1980; Interior Tele-
phone Company building, 815 Fifth Avenue, registered in 1990; Bow-
ers/McDonald Office building, 816 Commercial Street, registered in
1990; Grinnell Herald Building, 813 Fifth Avenue, registered in 1991,
Grinnell Historic Commercial District, Main/Broad/Commercial/Fifth,
registered in 1991, and E.A. and Rebecca (Johnson) Marsh House,
833 East Street, registered 1n 1999.

' Dixie Legler, Prairie Style: Houses and Gardens by Frank Lloyd Wright and the
Prairie School. New York: Stewart, Tabor1, and Chang. 1999.
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THAT LONESOME WHISTLE

BLOWING.: GRINNELL'’S
RAILROADS

A BRIEF DISCOURSE ON THE IMPACT OF RAIL
TRANSPORTATION ON THE MIDWEST, IOWA AND
GRINNELL

THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD TO IOWA
Railroads represent the spirit of excitement and optimistic

ambition that fueled the settlement and development of the American
Midwest and West. A symbol of industrialization, pioneering, commu-
nication, transport, and commerce, the arrival of the iron rail allowed
people, products, and information to circulate more widely and ata
faster pace than ever before. Trains expanded the manageable territory
of human civilizations, enabling people to inhabit and build upon previ-
ously undeveloped lands. Industrialization west of the Mississippi
River was made possible by the railroad, which supplied necessary
materials and provided an avenue by which to ship products to market.
The large-scale settlement of the Midwest and West was also aided by
the arrival of railroads, which not only provided a form of transport, but
also actively promoted westward migration.

Inthe 19" century, railroad companies published guides to the
West in order to promote train travel and the development of western
lands, as this would increase their passenger customer base and de-
mand for freight services. These guides were filled with nothing but
praise for the beauty, fertility, and promise afforded by western lands.
One such guide, entitled “How to Go West,” provided this flattering
image of Jowa:

Blessed by nature with a healthy climate, a very fertile
soll, an inexhaustible supply of water and coal, and an
abundance of stone and timber for every possible future
want, with most of 1ts vast prairie lands already prepared
for the plow, while the Mississippi river and railroad
connections bring its supplies of lumber to the very door,

it has 1n past years required only railroad connection to
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make 1t one of the most desirable countries in the
world. Railroads it now possesses abundantly, and
a vast immigration now in pouring is causmg the
prairie to bloom like a garden (How to Go West,
1872:22).

Given the source of information, a railroad company based in
Chicago, it 1s not surprising that there 1s no mention here of the relative

shortage of timber, the harsh winters, the impassable mud roads 1n
spring, or any of the other potential burdens a settler in lowa might face.
It was also common practice for railroad companies to buy up large
tracts of land m a relatively undeveloped condition in order to resell ata
profitto pioneering families. Such enterprises were likewise promoted
through guidebooks and other forms of propaganda filled with glowing
descriptions of the land, climate, and resources, as well as promises of
prosperity. One railroad publication on The State of Jowamade the
following boast:

The lands offered for sale by the Iowa Railroad Land
Company are located in the best agricultural state in the
Union .. . The so1l 1s generally arich, black loam and veg-
ctable mold, with a subsoil of clay, and 1s but little affected
by erther long drought, or continued wet weather. . . The
climate 1s healthful and bracing. . . As a fruiting state, Iowa 1s
destined to take the very front rank. . .Iowa 1s eminently
adapted to [the stock raising] department of agriculture.
Cattle, mules, horses, sheep, and hogs thrive remarkably
well, and seem to be nearly exempt from all contagious and
epidemic diseases. . .Probably no state in the union 1s 1n as
good a condition, financially, as Iowa. . .No state can offer a

better prospect for low taxes inthe years to come than
Iowa. (The State of Iowa, 1870: 1-13).

The American Midwest was built up around railroads. Some
communities were established along already existing railroad lines.
Others, mcluding Grinnell, were planned and settled 1in anticipation of
the arrival of arailroad and the prosperity it could bring. Either way,

- 47 -



setflement pattems in the llidwest, and lowa in parti cular, were
soulpted by the construction of rmilroads.

Dunng the railroad’s peakin Iowa in the 19105, ower 10,000
triles oftracks criss-crossed the state. Withthe advent oftheautomo-
hile era inthe early 20% century that numberbeganto fall. Thecon-
struction ofthe interstate bd ghway system in the 1950z contributed toa
further decline.  Today, just over 4,000 rmiles oftrack remmaininuse.
It moany places, former track bed has been converted into bicycle or
rmultiuee trals

THE RISE AND DECLINE OF THE RAILROAD IN
GRINMELL

For several decades therewere threepaszsenger and freight
lities that stopped in Ginnell makingtheUni onDepot at Patls Street
and Third Avetnie a bustling center ofactivity (fgure 42y, The Chicago,
Foock [dand, and Pacific Railroad, operating onthe east-west tracks,
provided direct service from Chicagoto Council Bluffs, wath two
expresstrains ineach direction daily and ower 20 regular passengerand
freight trainspassingthe station every day. The greatFoock Island
Failroadran thizline for overa decade before going banloupt inthe
garly 19502, With the departure ofthe Fock [sland passengerand
freight line, Grinnell lostitz passenger service, and towm activity slowly
moved avway fomtherallraad
juniction The UnionDepat
andadjacent Monroe Hotel
(whichhoused guestsand
husinessmen ativing by il g,
had onceoccupiedthe heart of F95,
town commundcations, com- g 8
merce, industry, and soc ety J T
When passenger service to e
Grinnell was terrrinated, the Figure 42
D epotwras abandoned and stood wacant for several ywears before being
renovated foruseasthe Depot CrossingF estaurant  TheMonroe
Hotel went out ofbusiness and eventually wastorndown. The C R
[ &F 'z section ofmil between Chicagoand Councdl Bluffs was
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purchased by the Heartland Rail Corporation and 1s now operated by
the Iowa Interstate Railroad.

The Central Railroad of Iowa, which operated on the north-
south tracks through town and campus,haul freight and passengers to
Oskaloosa, Ottumwa, and points further south, or Marshalltown to the
north. Several express and regular passenger trains passed through
town daily. The Central Railroad of Iowa later became the Chicago
Northwestern Railroad and in 1993 was bought out by Union Pacific,
which currently operates the north-south line. At the turn of the twenti-
¢th century there also existed a Grinnell-Montezumarailroad for easy
access to the county seat, with service twice daily. It was built under
personal contract by J.B. Grinnell, who was also the president of the
railroad.

THE STATE OF THE RAILROADS IN GRINNELL
TODAY

Today the Union Pacific Railroad operates the north-south line
through Grinnell, and the Iowa Interstate Railroad runs the cast-west
line. The Union Pacific Railroad Company is the largest railroad in the
United States, operating nearly 34,000 miles of track in 24 states in the
western two-thirds of the United States and Mexico. The Union
Pacific 1s also the largest operator in Iowa, servicing 1,752 miles inthis
state alone, which accounts for only 5.2% of its total mileage.

'The Union Pacific line that runs through Grinnell carries mostly
farm products—corn kemels heading south to the Cargill processing
plant in Eddywville, the southern limit of this section of line, and pro-
cessed corn products traveling back to a larger UP section yard in
Marshalltown (the northern limit of this section), where cars are redi-
rected to their final destination. The other products carried by UP are
fertilizer deliveries to the Farm Service company in Grinnell and ship-
ments of plastic resins to the Certain Teed vinyl siding manufacturers in
the industrial park.

The Iowa Interstate Railroad (IAIS RR)1s also afreight line,
hauling farm products, food products, transportation equipment, waste,
and scrap products, including scrap metals. Amuch smaller line than
the Union Pacific, the IAIS RR operates only 643 miles, 67% of which
is in Jowa. Freight headed east, including the cars of scrap metal
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collected atthe B erman & Sons scrap metal yard east oftown iz
destined either for alargejunctionyardin
Towa City or Davenport (which could then
travel as far as Chicago) or a barge port
along thelWhississipp.

It has become more cost-effective
formost farmersto shup their grainto
processng plants or elevators by tractor-
trailer than by ral { i qure 38). Thizis
especially thecase for farmers inthe
Grnnell area, where there are five pro-
cessing plants for farm products wathin a
roughly 70-+mile radius. Grainsareonly ; —
shipped by freight train today when they Figure 43
needtotravel distances of several hundred or thousandmiles. Other-
wiseitis cheaper, faster, and easter to have a truckpick up grain atthe
farm and deliver directly to the elevator or processing plant. Dueto
trendsin farm consolidation and specializati on, it12increasingly cotmtmon
amonglarge-seal e fanmersto owr theirowe serni-tratler to facilitate
grain transpott after harvest, which farther contnbutes to the dirrmishing
populanty of rail transpotrt arnong agncultural producers.  Though the
railroad wall continue tomeet a demand forlong distance shipping of
bulk, heavy goods, their days as the nation’s networls for commerce,
commuri cations, and transportation have passed.
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ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF
GRINNELL

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE TWO ECONOMIC
SECTORS THAT HAVE BEEN AT THE HEART OF
GRINNELL’S DEVELOPMENT—AGRICULTURE AND
INDUSTRY

AGRICULTURE

A combination of economic, political, and technological factors
have catalyzed sweeping transformations in Iowa’s agriculture over the
past half-century. The family farm, as 1t was once known, character-
1ized by diverse, small-scale production for mamly local consumption,
has all but given way to larger scale highly specialized and productive
operations for major national and interational markets. However,
despite the pressures imposed by farm policy and markets, some
farmers have rejected conventional agriculture in favor of some form of
alternative production for a niche market. What follows are profiles of
three local farmers who pursue very different forms of agriculture.
Fugene Lang’s story describes the success of a large-scale grain farmer
whose family has been among the first to promote developments mn the
agricultural industry. Tom Lacina’s on-farm soy products business
illustrates the benefits of value- added production for a niche health
foodmarket. Barney Bahrenfuse demonstrates the possibility of
farming successfully while rejecting specialization, rehance on chemaicals,
and advanced agricultural technology. Each of these farmers has
found a way to live and work the land according to his values while
maintaining the economic viability of his operation.

EUGENE R. LANG FARMS
Eugene Lang raises corn and soybeans on 1,300 acres just east

of Grinnell on Highway 6. Using the latest machinery and technology,
Lang exemplifies the successtul large-scale farmer. Havinglivedina
farm fanuly all his life, Lang witnessed and participated in the sweeping
changes that have transformed agriculture since 1924. Standing atop
his John Deere tractor with attached 24-row planter, Lang recalls the
days when sowing operations consisted of a two-row planter pulled by
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draft power( fouredd). Sincetheir
establishroert of a dairyhusinesshere,
thelang fare by ha s always been am ong
the first to welcorne agn aalbharal intova-
tions Eugene’s story, and that of his
fatrdly, iz ote of chatige and progress. =

Fugene’s oreat grand fither] eft ve g
hizhotnen Seotlandin 1843 o frmin lowa’s fich sn:u setﬂmg downin
thetown of Eldn dge outside ofDraverpart. Every generation ofthe
Lang farrily since then basheenitmmlved inagicultre. When
Fugene’ s parentstnoved to Grimmd] fomBrookdyn, [ova in 1933 they
opened Langs Dy, which prowi ded millc to central [owm urtil 1970,
Azachld, Fugeneleamed the benefits of innovationand self-devd op-
ment fomhis fther, a ploneer inthe dairy business. Infact, Lang’s
father introciced the first cardboard ol carton weest o fthe vl ssissippi
Fiver. “That wasama or change,” Lang said. “Tuly fatherwasz goodat
those™

After serving in the Mavy, Eugene took over the frmil yhusiness,
In 1977 hebegan b s owmn fnnly corporation, called Bugene KLang
Forms, Somnhere-shaped the fann, dropping the dairy operation and
focuesingstnctly on cornand soybean production Inaddition to
minring the fmm, Fugenewarlcedas a sales represertative inPioneer’s
hytrid seed business for 20 years, served on the lowa S oybean Pro-
motionboard for seven years—duringtwo o fwti ch he was president—
wasamernber ofthe Iowa Com Growers A ssociation for six years,
serwed fouryears with the 1T 5. Meat Export Federation, and rana
John Deereirplement usiness—the Lavg Srother s Bgipmert
Comprryr—in town form 1990-1998. Inall ofthese endsavors,
Eugene promotedthe sdenti ficand technologcal devd oproent of
agriculbure and the expane on of roatlets for lowa’ strajoragrod il
prochacts. Givenhis emperiences, itisno wonder Lang refersto
hitnsel fasan“ami -businessnan™  Hefhantsthe termn ™ frner™ all too
often evolzes notions of L M cenhury agricul bire ofthe sort depi cted in
Grant Wood' s Americam Gothic.

Instead of sedng the econotric forces that haweled frrers to
increase fim sze, consoli datehol dings, and specialize operations asa
threatto traditi onal agricdhare, Lang v ews thesechangesas signs of
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progress. Thanks to improvements in technology, perfection of seed
varieties, and the development of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers
we can produce more bushels per acre than have ever been possible.
'The mtroduction of GPS monitoring systems into farm machinery has
allowed farmers to achieve alevel of precision in planting, fertilizer
application, and harvesting that 1s not possible by the human hand.
Lang’s enthusiasm for the changes that have taken place in agriculture
permeates the whole family. One son works in sales for the John
Deere Company, specializing in the South American and European
markets. Another son has become a partner in Eugene’s farm business.
Lang’s nephews own and operate two of the largest family owned
processing facilities in town—Chief Alfa, Inc. (processing livestock feed
from dehydrated alfalfa since 1952) and Natural Products, Inc. (since
1993, a processing facility that manufactures soy flour for sale world-
wide).

PULMUONE WILDWOOD
Wanting to establish a family business that produced earth-

friendly food products, Tom Lacina and his fanuly started Midwest
Harvest in 1998 on the Lacina family farm just north of Grinnell on
Highway 146. Togetherthey decided that producing tofu was an
obvious way to initiate this endeavor, smce soybeans had been raised
on the Lacina family farm for years. Inthe first year of operation the
famuly constructed a tofu manufacturing facility on the farm and began
the three-year transition to becoming certified organic. Since that time,
the development of the company has been guided by 1ts mission “to
nourish human health and well-being through the promotion of dietary
and agricultural change.” This mission has taken the company down a
road of connections with other ike-minded companies—first in 2001
with Wildwood Natural Foods, a California company that had pro-
duced organic vegetarian and vegan food products for over 20 years in
the San Francisco Bay area—and again 1n 2004 with Pulmuone, an
international natural food company whose founder received an award
from the United Nations for his work with organic agriculture in Korea.
‘Tom remams commutted to the company as the Executive Vice Presi-
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dent of Sales and Marketing and flies around the U.S. and internation-
ally selling healthy products in fulfillment of the mission that began for
him on his Grinnell farm. The company owns a new factory south of
Grmnell on Highway 146 dedicated to producing cultured soy yogurt
and soy yogurt smoothies, and the original tofu factory on the farm has
taken on anew life as the “Art Factory” where Tom’s spouse, Alesia

Lacina, assists with art programming in connection with Grinnell College
and the Grinnell Area Arts Council.

An Example of Value-Added Agriculture

1. Organically grown soybeans are harvested and transferred
to steel bins where they can be dried and stored until
heeded.

2. Beans are soaked overnight. Once softened and enlarged
they are mixed with water and put through a machine that
separates soymilk (which contains the fat and protein) from
the pulp. The pulp can be used as a fertilizer, sold as
livestock feed, or made into Bratos.

3. Calcium sulfate, a thickening agent, is added to the milk to
catalyze the coagulation process.

4. Once curds of tofu have formed, they are pressed through
cheesecloth and put in a pressure chamber to dispose of
excess liquid and condense the tofu into solid blocks.

2. The larger tofu blocks are cut into one-pound cakes and
iImmediately placed in a fresh water tank where they soak
until ready to be packaged.

6. Once packaged, stacks of tofu are pasteurized to Kkill
bacteria.

/. Orders are assembled, packed, and sent to the cooler
where they await delivery.
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BARNEY BAHRENFUSE
Barney Bahrenfuse produces naturally raised beef, pork, lamb,

and chickens for local consumption. He 1s one of a dwindling breed of
farmers that prefers to keep his operations as straightforward and self-
sufficient as possible. Therefore, instead of spending money on
industrially processed chemical fertilizers and herbicides, Bamey
maintans soil nutrients through arotation of hay, oats, and corn (and
occasionally soybeans), and defends agamst weeds by using cultivation
tools like rotary hoes and row crop cultivators. With his practical, do-
it-yourself approach to farming, each day poses new and unexpected
challenges for Barney: “I love this job because I never know what’s
next. Iwouldn’t want to be a grain farmer [because of their predict-
ableroutine]. If I didn’t have livestock I wouldn’t bother farming.”
Barney does not find it necessary to buy the expensive automated
machinery available today. Instead, he goes to farm sales and searches
the classified ads for old machines and parts. With a little common
sense and mechanical know-how, Barney 1s able to farm with older
machinery because many of his methods are conservative and what
some would call “old-fashioned.” For example he still picks corn by
the ear and shells 1t afier it has dried in cribs, a practice that has nearly
disappeared with the advent of the combination harvester-thresher in
the late 1950s. Bamey also creates many of his own pieces of equip-
ment that are perfectly suited to his production needs. One such
device 1s atravelling feeder house for chickens nearing maturity. A
bottomless structure with low walls on four sides and a wire mesh roof,
this invention allows chickens to feed on pasture land while remaining in
amanageable structure—a way to raise free range chickens and keep
the grass short at the same time.

Bamey’s farming 1s as low-tech as possible without being
unreasonable or inconvenient. He tries to do as many steps of produc-
tion himself as he can, and what he 1s unable to do on farm he contracts
out locally. Bamey grows most of the grain that he feeds to his live-
stock; his policy 1s to try to avoid selling grain if possible, finding ways
to consume 1t onhis own farm. He also minimizes livestock purchases
by breeding and farrowing his hogs. Bamey processes eight-week-old
broilers, which he raises on his farm—approxmmately 120 in each batch
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—several times a year. He takes all his livestock destined for human
consumption to a locker in the nearby town of Malcom for processing.
Bamey raises his livestock and crops using the fewest chemicals as
practical without getting burdened by the lengthy and demanding
process of becoming certified organic. Because most of his customers
know Barney personally, they know how he raises his animals and there
1s no need to bother with certification. However, he 1s not dogmatic
about his adherence to natural growing techniques. Instead, he mini-
mizes the use of chemicals and antibiotics without risking crop or
livestock productivity. In line with his practical-natural philosophies, all
of Barney’s livestock are free range.

By growing for aniche market of loyal, local consumers willing
to pay alittle more for high quality naturally-produced meat, Barey has
managed to support himself without yielding to the economic forces that
dictate all aspects of agricultural production for conventional farmers.
According to Bamey, conventional markets in agriculture are not true
markets any more as they accommodate only the largest scale produc-
ers and concentrate power in the hands of the few. Bamey’s emphasis
on maintaming production and consumption at the local level and on a
small scale 1s 1n direct opposition to the massive scale consolidation that
1s currently taking place in the agriculture mdustry. “Itryto stay as far
away from large companies as possible,” he says.

The stories of Eugene Lang, the Lacinas, and Barney
Bahrenfuse illustrate just three kinds of agriculture practiced by farmers
in the Grinnell area. Their approaches are by no means the only kinds
of farmmgtechniques. Agriculture 1s a widely disputed field in which
there are countless opinions of which are “the right ways”to farm. The
difference in these men’s approaches to farming demonstrates the
diversity of perspectives in the field of agriculture today and proves that
there are many ways to relate to the land and to agricultural production.

INDUSTRY

It may appear from the vast expanses of cultivated land stretch-
ing to the horizon that agriculture 1s the overwhelming productive force
and source of livelihood in the Grinnell area. However, the town owes
much of its growth and development to the manufacturing industries that

have provided employment, income, and prestige to the communaty.
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A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE EARLIEST
INDUSTRIES IN GRINNELL

Located at the junction of two railroads, Grinnell was a logical
place to set up anew mdustry in the days when railroads were still the
most popular and efficient mode of transport.  What follows 1s a
basic description of the most mnfluential manufacturers in Grinnell’s early
days.

CRAVER, STEELE, & AUusTIN HEADER WORKS
Located on the grounds of the old Spaulding plant (though 1ts

existence at that site predated Spaulding’s), a large two story wood
building housed the manufacturing center for the Randolf Header, an
agricultural machine that reaped the heads of grain and passed them into
areceptacle. The plant moved to Illinois inthe 1890s, creating a brief
saturation in the labor market that was quickly absorbed by the expan-
ston of the Spaulding Company later that decade.

GRINNELL BARBED WIRE FACTORY

Managed by Mr. E.J. Rhodes, the Grinnell Barbed Wire
Factory was a prosperous mdustry at its height before being under-
mined by a Massachusetts trust that patented all existing barbed wire
designs and consequently put the plant out of business.

SPAULDING MANUFACTURING COMPANY
This enterprise was born with H. W. Spaulding’s arrival in

Grmnell n 1876. While running amodest blacksmith and horse-shoeing
business on Main St., Spaulding innovated the design of open spring
wagons. He began manufacturing buggies and wagons 1n his black-
smith shop. By 1889, he could not keep up with the work of both
manufacturing and selling, so he contracted with the Craver, Steele, and
Austin Company to manufacture the vehicles while Spaulding took
charge of marketing and sales. He mvented a successtul marketing
technique whereby he would string several buggies together and drive
them through the country, offering them for sale to rural customers. This
technique became known as the frailing system.

When the Carver plant relocated to Illinois in the early 1890s
Spaulding bought their facilities and moved his headquarters there.
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Shottly thereafter, rmuch ofthe
plant was destroyed by a fire,
leading tothe constructionofan
ewetlarger plant with seweral
huildings along the tracks ofthe
Roclk Island Ralroad (figure 453
The company enjoyed its most :
profitahlepenod justafterthe Fiqure 45
turn ofthe century. Between 1903 and 1904 itmanufactured over
16,000 buggies. Howewerthe automobile age sweptin o thattime,
encouraging Spaulding to manufacture its own assembled automobiles.
However, competition was stiff from larger
manufacturers like Ford, which could produce
cars atlower costs, andthe Spaulding Com-
pany wentout of businessin 1923, The
Eggleson Bus Comp any purchasedthe
physical plant and operated a factory fora
shotttitme: Subsequently thebhuil dings were
uzed hy avariety of businesses. Today only
afew ofthe original building s still stand. The
smokestack bearing the Spaulding name
suffered damage at some point and now reads
“anlding” (foured ) Currently thebuildings
Rgre 46 are heing considered forrenovation as the
hotne of an ™ Iowa Transportation Museum ™

Moprison & RICKER MANUEACTURING COMBANT (ALSD
KNOWHN AS THE Mopmison & RICKER GLOVWE FACTORY)

Upon moving here from New Hampshirein 1855, FW
Morrizon hroughtto Grinnell his expettisein tanting. By the time ofhis
deathin 1876, Morrison was awell-known tanner and manufacturerof
harnesses, collars, shoes, and gloves. Hizson, D5, Morrison toolk
over the family business, and by 1888 sales reached $50,000. Atthe
peak ofits operation as aleather goods and glove manufacturer, the
Momson Company was struck by the great fire of 18893, Thehlaze
consumed one-thind of the company’s capitol stock, from which'it never
fully recowered. In 1895 BJ Rickerbecame apattner, creating the
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Iomrison-Ficker Manufctuing Compaty (S oure 47y, The cotmpany
survived forneativa century before going out ofbusinessin 1974,
Thebuilditg stood etnpty for several years before being renovated by
thecollegein 1999-2000. Today the Cld GloveFactory housesthe

offices of & ceounting, Alurmm B elati ons, Human B esorces, and the
Treasure:

Figura 41

GERINNELL WABHING MACHINE COMNMILNY

In 1903 the Thompson brothersmoved to Grimmell fom MNew-
ton, bringng therwashing mackine
business withthetn.  Theirchoice of
Grintiell azan approprate site forrelaca-
tion was largely dueto efforts of
apadding anda man narned Lyon to rmise
$30,000 for inwestment in the comparsy,
The business reachedits peals during the
1920 when theirbest selling Laundey
Cueen boasted of salesworl dwide. In
1937 the conpatry went bantoupt, forcing
ittosell of fall its capital stocktolocal
businesses and tavelling scavenger-
buyers.

INDUSTRY TODAY

Ilammfachming remnains one of Grirmell ‘s strongest econormuc
azzete: Today Grnnell ishome to 23 mamifachuning plants, which
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employ atotal of 2,333 workers from the Grinnell vicinity. Beyond the
benefit of providing employment and income to the town’s residents,
these factories maintain a high property value, provide the local govern-
ment with valuable revenue from tax collection, and maintamn Grinnell’s
reputation as a surtable location to house industry. Inthe late 1970s the
Grmnell Chamber of Commerce helped to develop an industrial park
south of town along the north-south railroad line (at that time the
Missouri and St. Louis, currently the Union Pacific) and Highway 146.

The following mndustries are currently listed in the Poweshiek
County Industrial Manufacturing Directory,* with the date of their
establishment in Grinnell.

Ahrens A gricultural Industries Co. (dba Miraco) (1982)
Manufacturer of livestock and pet waterers, and feed bunks

American Cleaning Systems, Inc. (1992)
Manufacturer of truck-mounted steam carpet cleaning systems and
cleaning solutions

Ashing Machine & Tool Co. (1986)
Manufactures industrial tools and dies

ASI-Modulex (1985)
Manufacturer and distributor of interior and exterior architectural
signage and directories.

Chief Alfa, Inc. (1952)
Manufacturer of feed ingredients for general farming

Delong Sportswear (1956)
Sportswear manufacturer

Donaldson Co., Inc. (1932)

Manufacturer of heavy duty exhaust mutflers
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Engineered Plastics Components (EPC) (1994)
Manufacturer of Thermoplastic mjection molding

ETC Enterprises, Inc. (1994)
Designing of embroidery

H.W. Brand Equipment (1994)
Manufacturer of tubular steel agricultural equipment

JELD-WEN (1969)
Manufacturer of windows, flush and molded residential door slabs

McGill Air Flow Corporation (1985)
Manufacturer of sheet metal HVAC work

Monsanto (1938)
Seed com company

Natural Products, Inc. (1995)
Producer of soy flour sold mternationally for use m a wide variety of
products

Plumone Wildwood (199%)
Producer of soyfoods

RC Industry (1993)
Out sourcing of general labor and just-in-time warchousing

Rock Creek Athletics (1996)
Manufacturer of private label sportswear

Sho-Me Container (1992)
Manufacturer of plastic bottles and caps

* For a copy of this divectory, contact Poweshiek Iowa Development at
641-236-1626.
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THINGS TO DO AND SEE

AN INTRODUCTION TO PARKS, CONSERVATION AREAS,
MUSEUMS, AND ART GALLERIES IN POWESHIEK AND
JASPER COUNTIES

OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Driving through the vast expanses of farmland in the countryside
surrounding Grinnell, travelers might imagine that every square inch of
land 1s harnessed for cultivation. However, there are several beautiful
parks and conservation areas tucked away in the rolling hills and gravel
roads of Poweshiek and neighboring Jasper counties. Listed here are
some of our favorite public areas that you might be mterested in visiting.
For a complete listing of all conservation areas and county public lands,
call the Poweshiek County Conservation Board at 641-623-3191 or
the Jasper County Conservation Board at 641-792-9780. The bro-
chure, “A Guide to Prairie Sites Near Grinnell, Iowa,” published by the
Center for Prairie Studies, also contains an extensive list of natural areas
with directions to them.

There are many other recreational opportunities at local golt
courses, swimming pools, and many other places. For more informa-
tion on these, please visit these websites: http://www.padiowa.org/
tourtsm.html or www.visitNewton.com/recreation.html.

POWESHIEK COUNTY

- Barclay Timber 1s a 40-acre wildlife area which offers hunting. It 1s
located north of the Brooklyn area on V18.

- Cecil Rivers Timber 1s a 44-acre county conservation area on
which you can fish from the stream and hunt in the forest. Located on
a gravel road four miles south and four miles east of Grinnell, 1t is easily
accessible by car or bicycle. Take Highway 146 south four miles
from its intersection with Highway 6 in Grinnell. Turn left (east)

on a gravel road, Cecil Rivers Timber will be on your right, four
miles from 146.
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- Deep River Timber contains 144 acres of forested land through
which there 1s anetwork of hiking and equestrian trails. Itis located
north of Deep River on Hwy 21.

- Diamond Lake, on Hwy 63 west of Montezuma 1s a 546-acre
park with camping, restrooms, and picnicking facilities. Canoe on the
98-acre lake or explore the extensive hiking and equestrian trails that
wind around the lake. Take Hwy 146 south to F5. Go east (left) on
F57 for approximately six miles. Diamond Lake is on the north
side of F'57.

- Flemiung Woods 1s an upland woodland plant community dominated
by oak and hickory with basswood and maple in lower areas. It has an
abundance of wildflowers. Facilities for this preserve include a hiking
trail. For more information contact the Poweshiek County Conserva-
tion Board, Box 666, Montezuma, [A 50171, 515/623-3191. Take
Hwy 6 east to Hwy 63. Go south of 63 to Montezuma. Take 57
west 3 miles. Turn south on gravel for about 0.75 miles. Turn east
0.75 miles to preserve on north side of road.

- Fox Forest Area, on Hwy 63 west of Montezuma, boasts 501
acres of preserved land on which you can hike over anetwork of trails.
Take Hwy 146 south to F57. Go east (left) on F57 for approxi-
mately six miles. Fox Forest is on the south side of F57.

- Grinnell City Parks

*Ahrens Park and Facilities; Penrose and 10" Avenue

*Arbor Lake at the end of Washington Ave. i southwest
Grinnell has a network of paths that leads around a scenic pond and
through awooded arca. Fitness stations are found at intervals along
the main path. A great place to bring your bike or take a walk. 7ake
Highway 146 south from Highway 6, turn right on Washington
Avenue (you will see a brown sign indicating where to turn), which
will take you to the north entrance of the park.
*Baily Park; Eighth & Prince

*Central Park; Fourth & Broad

*Jaycee Park; Third & Summer
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*Jim Miller Park,; FEast Street

* Lake Nyanza Park,; South East Street
*Lions Park; Sunset and Eighth Avenue
*Merrill Park, Eleventh Avenue & Hwy 146

Lincoln Wildlife Area 1s a 36-acre timber area with 135 acres of
planted prairic managed by the Poweshick CCB. Take Hwy 146
south to I-80. Travel east for 14 miles to Hwy 21. Turn south

(right) on Hwy 21 for 4 miles to F46. Itis on the NW corner of this
intersection.

- Millgrove Access offers 245 acres for hunting, fishing, and relaxing.
This recreation area 1s tucked away on a gravel road seven and a half
miles southeast of Searsboro. Take Hwy 146 south through
Searsboro, continuing east and then south. Millgrove is located
off Hwy 146 and River Street, and is well marked with signs.

- Robertson’s Access 1s an 8-acre acre areathat offers stream fishing
and hunting. It adjoins 35 acres managed by the Mashasa County
Conservation Board.

The Grinnell Area Recreation Trail (GART) beginning north of
Grinnell High School at the west end of 4™ Ave. and two miles west to
the county line and, by Fall 2003 will connect Grinnell with Rock Creek
State Park, a total distance of nearly 13 mules.

JASPER COUNTY

- Ashton Wildwood Park features a . 5-mile self-interpretive nature
trail. The trail, covered with wood chips, can be used for hiking, envi-
ronmental education and nature observation. (641) 792-9780. The
park 1s located 7 miles west of Baxteron F17.

- Agnes Patterson Park offers ahike and bike trail which1s 1.25
miles in length with eight-foot wide concrete paths. It encompasses the

entire park and features both hills and flat terrain. www.newtongov.org.
It 1s located at 3000 N. 4th Ave. E. Newton, Iowa 50208
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- Chichaqua Valley Recreation Trail 1s an abandoned railroad
right-of-way that has been converted to a 21-mile paved recreation trail
from Baxter through Ira, Mingo, and Valeria, terminating near
Bondurant in Polk County. Picnic shelters, rest stops, parking facilitics,
and trail access points are located in each town through which the trail
passes (except for Valeria). Take I-80 west to exit 159. Go east
(right) on F'48 for less than 1 mile, then north (left) on S52 about 4
miles until the paved road ends at a T intersection. Take 223 east
(right) to Baxter (about 1 mile) and look for signs for the trail.

- Conard Environmental Research Area (CERA), owned by
Grinnell College and used as a biology field research station, 1s a 363-
acre reserve that maintains a varied ecosystem, including prairie,
woodlands, and apond. 7ake I-80 west from Grinnell to Exit 173.

(o north on Hwy 224 and take the first gravel road (S 12 Ave E)
on the right. Follow east about 1.5 miles to the main entrance.

- Jacob Krumm Nature Preserve 1s a 450-acre county park and
nature preserve with a 25-acre lake, four ponds, a stream, wetlands,
and an extensive network of trails for hiking, biking and cross-country
skiing. The park offers restrooms, picnicking facilities, and a drinking
water supply. Located 5 miles southwest of Grinnell on, Krumm 1s the
perfect destination for an afternoon bike nide. 7ake Hwy 146 south
from Hwy 6. Just before the entrance to the Super 8 Motel, turn
right (west) on a gravel road (410" Ave). Follow approximately 3
miles, the first entrance will be on your right.

- Mariposa Conservation Park 1s located 6 miles north of Newton.
Mariposais a wonderful place to fish, camp, picnic, and enjoy wildlife.

Mariposa has buttalo, ducks and geese for visitors to enjoy. No electri-
cal hookups. 7286 N. 67th Ave. E. Kellogg, IA (641) 526-3172

Neal Smuth National Wildlife Refuge 1s the largest tallgrass
prairie reconstruction project inthe United States. The Wildlife Refuge
came 1nto being in 1990 after Congress authorized the purchase of
8,654 acres of land (the site nearly became a nuclear energy plant!) to
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be devoted to increasing biodiversity and reconstructing tallgrass prairie
and savanna habitats. To date, approximately 5,000 acres have been
purchased. The five miles of walking and hiking trails and auto-tours
atford views of grazing bison herds, elk, pheasants, badgers, white-
tailed deer, and over 200 types of native prairie flowers and grasses.
The refuge also has an excellent visitor’s center which contains a wealth
of information about the tallgrass prairie. For more information, contact
the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge by calling (515) 994-3400 or
e-mailing buffalo@tallgrass.org. (Go west on I-80 past Newton to
Colfax exit. (Go south (left) on Hwy 117 to Prairie City. On the
Southwest Corner of Prairie is a paved entry road at the Hwy 163
Interchange. Follow signs to the Prairie Learning Center.

- Rock Creek State Park, located seven miles west of Grinnell,
boasts 1,213 acres of parkland with an extensive network of trails for
hiking, biking, horseback riding, and winter sports. The 602-acre lake
1s 1deal for canoeing, kayaking, sailing, fishing, and other water sports.
The park also provides picnic, camping, and boat access facilities, as
well as restrooms and drinking water. Inthe winter, the parks trails and
lake become an appropriate setting for ice fishing, snowmobiling, cross-
country skiing, and ice-skating. Take Hwy 146 north, turn lefi (west)
on Eleventh Avenue, which becomes County Road F27 (you will
pass Grinnell High School on your left) follow this road out of
Grinnell until you reach a blacktop intersection. (Go north (right)
on 138 a very short way, take your first left (west) on F'27, follow
approximately3 miles until you reach the park. An entrance will be
on your left before you cross the lake.

- Reichelt Unit of Stephen’s State Forest was donated to the state
by Sherman Reichelt in 1986. The grounds of his old farmstead have
been re-forested or turned over to prairie reconstruction projects.
Despite its location one mile east of Kellogg on heavily trafficked
Highway 6, this natural area does not recerve many visitors because of
its lack of trails or facilities. Itis anideal destination for anyone desiring
peace and solitude 1in anatural setting. From the intersection of Hwy
6 and Hwy 146, go west on Hwy 6 for 9.5 miles to a driveway on
the south (left) side. A small sign is posted at this entrance point.
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CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES

- Faulfeoner Gallgry in the Bucksbaum Center for the Aris on
the Grnndl Callege carmpus, presents temporary exhibili ons of i d-
western, nati omal and intermati onal art. The Gall ery iz open yeartound,
and esthibiti ons change every fewmornths. The Galletryis open duning
the school year Sunday through Wednesday 12 -5, and Tharsday
through Satirday 10to 8. Hours wary during the sxmmerand over
college breaks. For rmoreinforrrati on on extabitions, programsand

hours call 641-269-4660 or visit v gonell edu'fd conergallery

- Grinnell Commznity Art Gallery, 1ocated on the second floor of
the Comrnunity Center at 927 Fouth Avenue, has exhibitions ofwoil
by local artists. Gallery hoursare WMonday - Fridayafternoons fom
3:00-5:30 gun. from Septetrberto bMay, Phone: 641-236-2620.
Website: htphewegimellarts omizallery

- Grinne 8 Historical Museum This collection ishoused in the
stately Victoran era B cViarray Houseat 11 25 Broad Street (i oure
40, Supertly raintained, this
1895 uildingisan appropriate ;
contest in whichto display the
artifartzof dld Grimmell.  The ‘f_a*}
informative displaysthat fillthe :
houseremain tiieto the o giral e
styleand fimction of eachroom. In
addition to the material displays, AL B e
the rmiseun preserves many forms BT T =B
of hi storical and geneal ogical '
inforrati on bt former residents Fippe 49
ofthisand nearby corrmuities. From scrapbools toplat records to
cemetery listings, thearchive room o fthe musanmis packedwith
fascinating mformati onabout thelives of Grinnell s intabitants.  Sum-
mer hours: Tuesday-Sunday aftemoons Academicvear: Satirday
afternoons or by appointment.

el i,

g

06 ol s
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- Jasper County Historical Museum, Newton, located just off of
Interstate 80 at exat 164 contains an agricultural exhibit, Indian diorama,
theater, quult area, sewing exhibit, Victorian home interior display, a
special Maytag exhibit to commemorate the industry that has contrib-
uted centrally to Newton’s economy since the turn of the century, and
models of a used furntture store, 1930s home interior, school, church,
oeneral store, barbershop, post office, and blacksmith shop. Open
daily from 1 to 4:30 pm between May 1 and October 1. There1s a
small admissionfee.

- Kellogg Historical Society Museum on High Street in Kellogg
contains a delightful collection of artifacts and historical documents.
'Tour the seven buildings to get aflavor of town and farm life in this area
acentury ago. The main brick building, with 1ts colorful mural of historic
Kellogg, was built in 1909 as a hotel to accommodate travelers arriving
byrail. The mam level of this building 1s composed of a library and
several rooms featuring displays of the old post office, doctor’s office,
barber and beauty shops, and military memorabilia. Upstairs, there are
seven rooms depicting a kitchen, laundry, sewing room, dining room-
living room, and bedroom of past eras. The agricultural building houses
agricultural tools and implements of an earlier era. The Bethel Country
Church building, built in 1877, has all its original furniture and fixtures
and can be used for weddings. The Midwest-One Minute Factories
and Kellogg Savings Bank Museum commemorates the washing
machine industry that sustained Kellogg families for years. The Rock
Creck Country School houses everything you might have seen in a
country school. The Open Faced Machine Shed and Blacksmith Shop
display farm implements and blacksmith tools. Hours are weekdays
9:00 am - 4:00 pm. Open Sundays 1:30 pm - 5:00 pm. For more
information, call (641)-526-3430 or visit our website:
http://’www.usgennet.org/usa/ia/county/jasperl/museums/kellogg/

- Living History Farms, Urbandale, (west suburban Des Moines)
demonstrates how past generations lived and farmed in Iowa. Five
historical sites on over 600 acres provide a contextual tour of the

dramatic changes that have taken place in lifestyles and farming opera-
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tons over the past three cerdiries. The 1700T oway IndianVillage
dem otistratesbiow Towra’s first farm erslived. The 150 pioneer farm
show show [ owr 8’5 earliest settlers cf European descent farmed with
oxet and lived ot of a small logeakin The 1275 towen of Waltnat
Creel: recreatesthe activity and ex citem ent of a front er com mon ty il
of prothd se, with craftamen atd mercharte inl & dhops alongthe town’s
mainstreet Inhatitarts of'the 1900 Farm live inawhite frame farm-
houge and w otk the land with horsepower. The Herry A Wallace
CropCenter tell sthe story of 20% cenpiry agri oultur al advrancem entsin
anew multimediatheater, Form ore information o directionstoLiving
HistoryF armis, call 5152785286, or wiait their web site at httpoff
warw I crgf

- Poweshiek Coundly Genealogical Seciedy at 206 North LIill
Strestinhlornteziam aishome to an extensive set(oftencom plete) of
supethly o ganizedrecords of all kinds, includingm ariage, birth, deathy
land, war, probates, nabaraliz ation, arvdversaries, ohitvaries, ceansus,
funeralbiome, scrap hooks, familyhistories,
cemeteryinder eg school, cluwrch, and

DAR records. Openlonday, Thu sday,
aticd 3 atry day from 2:00 am-4:00 pm .

641 -623-3322; tp Hehow case netinsnet!
wr b oarshile’

e

- Wagmna ML Lyvreille, (Agure 500 s
otie of the fewr remaningmillsinlowa that
caty still operate withwaterpower. The
mill wastnalt oz the N ceth 3kok Biver
inn 184546 by J ohn Spark s and was
purchasedbyrthe Wagaman fan iy inl 298, Figure 50

The Wagam ans operate dthe mill for thee e generati ons producing floar
fortheloca commoaity, Todaythe toilding bmases the Lyrndlle
histori cal society atndits ex bibits of old mill and agei o baral eoadpen et

_E0.



Other Cultural Sites Within An Hour of Grinnell College

=*  Amana Heritage Museum

4310 220=Trail; Amana, IA 52203
319-622-3567: http.//www.amanaheritage.org/

" Brucemore Mansion

2160 Linden Drive SE; Cedar Rapids, lowa 52403
319-362-1004 or 1-800-729-4781; http://www.brucemore.org/

=  Brunnier Art Museum
290 Scheman Building; Iowa State University
Ames, A 50011-1110
515-294-3342
http://’www.museums.iastate. edu/Tests/BrunnierTEST htm

= Cedar Rapids Museum of Art
Cedar Rapids, IA
319-366-7503: http.//www.crma.org

= Des Moines Art Center
4700 Grand Avenue; Des Moines, Jowa 50312-2399
515-277-4405; http://www.desm oinesartcenter.org/

=  Des Momes Botanical Center

909 East River Drive; Des Momes, [A
515-323-6290; http.//'www.desm oinesbotanicalcenter. com/

= Matthew Edel Blacksmith’s Shop
Haverhill, Marshall County, Iowa
515-752-6664
http://www.iowahistory.org/sites/edel blacksmith/edel blacksmith html

= Meskwaki Tribal Offices, Sac and Fox Settlement,
West of Tama on Hwy 30
641-484-4678
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Pella Historical Village
507 Franklin Street; Pella, IA 350219
641-628-4311, http.//’www.pellatuliptime.com/historical-village/

State Historical Society

State of JTowa Historical Building

600 East Locust; Des Moines, IA 50319-0290
5315-281-5111; http://’www.iowahistory.org/

Terrace Hill Governor’s Mansion
2300 Grand Avenue; Des Moines, IA 50319
315-281-3604; http.//www.terracehill org/

The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library
30 —16™ Avenue SW; Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-5904

319-362-8500; http.//www.ncsml.org/

University of lTowa Museums

Museum of Natural History

10 Macbnide Hall

Iowa City, IA 52242

(319) 335-0480; http://'www.uiowa.edu/~nathist/

The University of lTowa Museum of Art
150 North Riverside Drive

100 Museum of Art

Iowa City, Jowa 52242-1789

(319) 335-1727; http://'www.uiowa.edu/uima/

University of ITowa Health Care Medical Museum
http://www.uthealthcare.com/depts/medmuseum/hours.html
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