
 

 

 

15    1858-08-11: Letter 
Grinnell, 11 August 1858 

Dear Friends 
When I wrote you last I intended to write you about the 15th of May or as soon as the 

realroad vote in Iowa Co.   was known, which resulted in favor of a loan of its credit of 

$100,000 to the Company. 
 

But just at this time a proclamation was issued for another vote in this County for repeating a part 

of the April vote and making an addition of $50,000 thereto which election was held on the 30th 

of June but resulted in no material change. 
 

The bond in Iowa County is now being engraved ready for the Judge’s signature. Then the Co 

gets possession of it to sell for the cash, which money is now waiting the reception of the bond. 

Work will then be begun in 30 days west of Iowa City. The bond of the Counties west of Iowa 

County will be ready in the same manner just as fast as they are wanted. 
 

The 60 days notice that you have given I should think would answer for the present time. 

Whatever interest you lose from Aug 1st take out of that $15 or add the rest to the $500 and 

send in a draft directed to me (Geo W. Cook, Grinnell, Poweshiek County, Iowa). 
 

The mortgage will be given to both of you with note of $300 to C. and $200 to H.W. Your 

security will be nearly double your loan at present prices to say nothing of further advance. Dea 

Hubbard has bought 60 Acres by the side of it and out of the same 160 or gr? Section and paid 

2 or 3 dollars more for Acre and he holds his at $40 per Acre the very day they begin to work 

west of Iowa City. Land is being sold around here and there is as much life and activity here in 

this part of the world as any where in the East. There is a road on the north side of it with 

houses east to the village and one 1/2 mile west. This road is travelled some. On the south side 

there is a travelled road not quite as dusty and past your door but enough so with three houses 

and prospect of more. I think of taking 3 1/4 Acres in a square piece on this road close to two 

houses and then a strip 2 rods wide and 40 long or 1/2 A. This joins it to the 31 1/4 A making 

35 A in all of just as good as any 35 Acres about her for the price. This 3 1/2 Acre slopes back 

from the road gently and is as nice a place to put a house and garden as there is. It will not cost 

2/3 as much to build on this as it would in the village and then you have a lane 40 rods long to 

the 31 1/4 A and thousands of Acres of pasture 1 mile west around the grove which will not be 

fenced in for years and some of it never. 
 

Wheat 1/2 crop; oats next to nothing. Grass there is no end to it except when you cut it down. 

Potatoes, some complain of the rot slightly. Gardens as nice as any thing can be. Corn never 

looked any better this time of year. I have sold my corn for 25 cts per bushel. I have the cash 

when delivered. With a good garden and the low price of everything, I believe I live for half 

price or less this year. 
 

I shall write again in a week or two. Electa would write a few lines to Sarah but she is gone to 

put a shroud on a woman that died yesterday. She will write to Sarah and Abby before long so 

tell them to look out. We are and have been well. Excuse all delays. Please answer this if there 

is anything new. If the deeds can be recorded I shell send on before I can get an answer from 

you. 
 

To: Mssrs. Collins Cook, Henry W. Cook 
Yours, Geo. W. Cook 
 


