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IJ Alote .p'Com Ou'C Ptt~tot 
Christian Friends: 

Grateful men will always acknowledge their indebt
edness to the past. Thoughtful men will always accept 
their responsibilities for the present. Courageous men 
will always discipline themselves for the future. Thus 
it is that the past, the present, and the future provide 
the framework for all our centennial observances. 

One hundred years is not long in the history of the 
Christian Church. But what happened here in this 
midwestern outpost of civilization a century ago ought 
to be timeless. Men and women with imaginative cour
age set high ideals for themselves in the significant 
areas of Church, School, and State, and then acquired 
the rugged discipline of achievement. 

We are ill-prepared as churchmen for the second 
century of Christian Witness if our imaginations are 
dull and compromising, if our hearts are not disciplined 
for conquest, if our minds are not sensitive to the Will 
of God. Today slavery and debauchery in newer and 
more deadly forms attack the minds of men. The best 
way to meet an attack is to launch an offensive. 

Therefore, at the beginning of our second century, 
the Church calls you to enlist for "your duration" as a 
disciplined soldier of Jesus Christ and to become an in
tegrated part of "The Widening Circle," following the 
ways of the Lord "made known and yet to be made 
known unto us." 

April, 1955 

Leland W. Mann 
Minister 
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f/clcn<twlerl9ementJ 
The church acknowledges with appreciation the 

work of the following members who have assisted sub
stantially in the observance of the centennial: 

Centennial Committee Mrs. John R. Parish, chairman 
Mr. Harold R. Harding 

Historical Committee 

Hospitality Committee 

Centennial Play 

Mrs. Frank B. Stratton 
Dr. Earl D. Strong 

Mr. A. L. Frisbie, chairman 
Mrs. W. L. Laymiller 
Mrs. Fred Ramsey 

Mrs. 0. F. Parish 
Miss Marian Dunham 
Mrs. Paul Meyers, chairman 

Author and Director: Mrs. Frank B. Stratton 

Narrator: 

J. B. Grinnell: 

Mrs. John Bierman 
Mrs. A. W. Brock 

Rev. Leland .w. Mann 

Mr. Stanley Jorgensen 

Pioneers: 

Mrs. G. P. 'Wyckoff 
Dr. A. W. Brock 

Miss Marian Dunham 
Mrs. R. E. Goughnour, Jr. 
Mrs. B. C. Holmes 

Mr. Albert C. Eisenman 
Mr. Willard Hagen 
Mr. B. C. Holmes 

Mrs. C. N. James 
Mrs. L. W. Mann 
Mrs. R. B. Mcclenon 
Mrs. W. C. Oelke 
Mrs. Clark Wilson 

Mr. Irving Howell 
Mr. Kenneth Newport 
Mr. Fred Ramsey 
Mr. Owen Rickard 
Mr. Willis D. Shuey 

Music by the Church Choir, directed by Dr. Frank 
B. Stratton. 
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eha'Cch eh'C<tn<tl<t9y 
1854 (June 4) First religious meeting held in the new 

colony. 
1855 I April 8) Church organized at the home of L. C. 

Phelps, located about on the site of the present 
city offices. 
(April) First church-school building erected, 
about on the site of the present Stewart library. 
IN ovember) Second church-school building built, 
on the site of the present high school. 

1856 tJune 4-6) Host to the State Association. 
1860 First permanent building solely for use of the 

church, about on present church site. 
1867 (June 15 l Presentation of the Oratorio of Absa

lom under the direction of 1William Beaton. Said 
to be first oratorio presented west of the Missis
sippi River. 

1877 Cornerstone laid for Stone Church. 
1879 Stone Church completed. College Commence

ment held there for first time. 
1882 (June 19) Joint funeral for 14 victims of the 

Cyclone of June 17. 
1894 Galleries added to Stone Church. Seating capaci-

ty increased from 650 to 1,000. 
1898 Bell tower added to Stone Church. 
1901 Lot for Stewart Library given to city. 
1904 Host to annual meeting of the American Board of 

Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
1929 Women's Fellowship organized. 
1934 Host to Midwest regional meeting of the Congre

gational Church. 
1946 Host, in cooperation with Grinnell College, to the 

General Association meeting of the Congrega
tional Christian Church. 

1952 I August 31) Cornerstone laid for new church. 
1953 (September 27-0ctober 18) Present church ded

icated. 
1955 (April 24-May 1) Centennial celebration. 

-5-



The history of the First Congregational Church of 
Grinnell is an oft-told tale. It has been written and re
written, but no matter how often, new facets of inter
ests are constantly found. In the present account, these 
facets are found largely in a history of the church writ
ten years ago by Miss Stella Bartlett, daughter of Emo
ry S. Bartlett, a charter member of the congregation. 
Miss Bartlett served the church in the capacity of assist
ant pastor from 1916 to 1925. She writes of the church 
with sympathy and understanding, and the picture 
which she draws is a living picture. 

It should be kept in mind that the founders of this 
church, who were also the founders of the City of Grin
nell, inherited the granite faith and tradition of the Pil
grim Fathers. To them religion, education, and freedom 
were the ultimate goals of life. We may consider them 
narrow, and they were by the lights of the present day, 
but they were deeply sincere. They were also very hu
man, as various incidents printed herein will reveal. 
Thus the history of the First Congregational Church 
through its first one hundred years becomes a human 
document, above the mere routine recital of dates and 
names. 

£11'lly PitmH'l _ge'lvice~ 

Religious services were instituted in Grinnell almost 
from the very day of the founding. J. B. Grinnell 
preached a Sunday sermon at the little cabin in Latti
mer's Grove which housed ·the four original settlers. 
These first services were under Congregational auspices, 
but settlers of all faiths and creeds were welcome. 

The first of these services was held in April of 1854, 
the month following the founding, in the log cabin home 
of Perry Matteson, three miles west of the town site. 
Seven adults were present. The attendance doubled for 
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the second meeting, which was held at the home of Mr. 
Oakley, and it doubled again for the third meeting. By 
this time, the congregation had outgrown the limited 
capacity of any available building, and the service was 
held out-of-doors under the trees. 

The fourth service, the first on the actual town site, 
was held in the Long Home. The congregation by now 
had increased to 30. Services were also held in the Anor 
Scott store. Upon completion of the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. G. Phelps, services were transferred to their 
parlor and in this room, on April 8, 1855, the First Con
gregational Church of Grinnell was organized. 

/lie l2/i11'ltll'l Att1m6e'l~ 

It is fitting that the names of the 20 charter mem
bers should be listed here. They were Rev. J. B. Grin
nell, Mrs. Julia A. Grinnell, William R. Ford, Mrs. Lydia 
W. Ford, Thomas Holyoke, M.D., Mrs. Mary C. Holyoke, 
Gideon Gardner, Mrs. Naomi Gardner, Anor Scott, Mrs. 
Harriet B. Scott, Emory S. Bartlett, Sumner Bixby, Mrs. 
Sarah H. Bixby, Miss Lucy Bixby, Abraham Whitcomb, 
Mrs. Mary Whitcomb, Levi H. Marsh, Mrs. Levi H. 
Marsh, Mrs. Edith Marsh, and Mrs. Charlotte Patter
son.* The membership was constituted of those holding 
letters or certificates of membership from evangelical 
churches and of one who united on confession of faith. 

Services were continued in the Phelps home until a 
room was rented in, as Miss Bartlett says, "the primitive 
building dignified by the name of hotel, situated on the 
present site of the Colonial (now Iowa) theatre." Sun
day morning and evening services were continued, and 
the Thursday ev-ening prayer meetings were reportedly 
"generally attended." Choir practices were held each 
week and occasional social gatherings made the church 
a center of early community activity. 

* The body of Mrs. Patterson was the first to be interred in Hazel
wood Cemetery. 
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/luz 7itJt f1aildin!1 
It soon became apparent that more permanent quar

ters were needed, and the erection of a combined church 
and school was made possible when ten members con
tributed $15 each for that purpose. The story is told 
that J. B. Grinnell, who was awarded the contract for 
$150, promised to have the building ready for use the 
following Sunday and kept his word, although when the 
contract was let, the wood was still gro-wing in the trees 
and the nearest hardware was in Iowa City, 65 miles 
away. The building stood nearly on the site of the pres
ent Stewart Library. It measured 16 by 24 feet in di
mensions. It was first used by the newly-formed con
gregation in April, 1855. 

As was to be expected, the green lumber in the 
building wa11Jed until it leaked like a sieve. This gave 
rise to the often-quoted remark of Deacon Bartlett to 
the effect that though plenty of water came in the roof, 
there were plenty of cracks in the floor to let it out 
again. 

The temper of church members of that day is shown 
by two rather unique provisions in the church constitu
tion. One article provided that "No person shall be ad
mitted to the church or allowed to remain in it who eith
er practices or is not earnestly opposed to buying or sell
ing human beings or holding them in slavery for gain." 
In this connection, Miss Bartlett quotes a statement 
from one of the strongest abolitionists of the settlement, 
published in the Grinnell Herald to this effect: ''We will 
take in the fleeing fugitive, and if he chooses to stay he 
shall be protected; for a post office we will not vote the 
slavery ticket nor for popular favor will we repress our 
convictions, let come what will to the town." These 
were strong words for that troubled time. 

The second unusual article read as follows: "No 
member shall use intoxicating liquors, distilled, malt, or 
fermented, as a common beverage, nor shall any mem
ber traffic in them to be so used." 

-9 

It was such attitudes as these which helped to give 
G1·innell its early appellation of "Saints' Rest." 

The first building quickly proved inadequate, and 
with the completion of a more permanent two-story 
school building in November of 1855, the congregation 
moved into the west half of the first floor. This building 
stood on the site of the present high school building 
fronting on Fourth Avenue. It was later moved north 
a half block and was used until it was destroyed by fire 
on February 27, 1871. 

l/O'Jt tO' the .s'tatfl .{/JJO'ciatiO'n 

In June of 1856 came one of the most notable early 
achievements of the church, the entertainment of the 
State Association of Congregational Churches. Of this 
meeting J. B. Grinnell wrote: "There are two myster
ies; how the state ministers and delegates came to ac
cept our invitation and how the church came to give it." 
Miss Bartlett terms the whole episode a "courageous and 
characteristic undertaking." 

The upper room of the new schoolhouse, 30 by 40 
feet, was still unfinished, and the men of the colony set 
themselves to the task of lathing it. History records 
that it was cleared of its final rubbish only an hour be
fore the first session convened. 

"Its unplastered walls," writes Miss Bartlett, "lent 
themselves easily to decorations furnished by loads of 
branches and flowers from the grove, and letters in 
green spelling the word 'welcome' were emblematic of 
the hospitable little church. 

"Iowa City at that time," she continues, "being the 
terminus of the Rock Island railroad, delegates were 
met at that point and brought in lumber wagons over 
the 70-mile trail across the prairie and were returned in 
like manner at the close of the meeting. So happy and 
profitable was this occasion that it was frequently re
ferred to in later years by the then scattered and more 
or less lonely pastors of our fellowship." 
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From this meeting dates the anecdote ~f the: Rev. 
Dr. Tappan, a speaker from the East. Durmg his ~d
dress, a violent storm came up and the congregat10n 
scattered leaving only about 20 to hear the speaker. Dr. 
Tappan i:efused to be dismayed. "I came fifteen hun
clred miles to give this sermon," he said, "and no rain or 
thunder, nothing short of a lightning strok~, is to stop 
me." Deliver it he did, even though the rollmg thunder 
drowned out his voice. 

In March of 1860 the church took steps to organize 
an Ecclesiastical Society to coordinate the work of the 
church to hold the property, and to take over the man
ageme;1t of business affairs. This society continued to 
function until its dissolution on December 12, 1907, after 
the incorporation of the church. 

Vit~t Petmanent t!lzu.tch 

In 1860 the congregation erected its first building 
exclusively for church purposes. It st~od on Fom:th 
A venue west of the schoolhouse. Of this church, Miss 
Bartlett writes: "That the proposed undertaking could 
be carried through only by sacrificial giving, seems. to 
have been accepted as a matter of course, as was m
stanced by one devoted member who is reported to have 
offered as his contribution the best of his land. The 
building was an ungainly ~ooden structure ~nd w~s 
sometimes called the 'old ark. Nevertheless, with adch
tions it had a seating capacity of 700, excellent acoustic 
properties, and served well a generation w~ich could ill 
afford to cultivate in themselves too exactmg demands 
for architectural beauty and physical comforts." 

History reveals that the church was built in the 
form of a capital "T", 80 feet the longest way and 50 
feet broad at the ends. Writing of it in an article in the 
Grinnell Herald years later, H. L. Marsh refers to its 
"wings and caudal appendage." Mr. Marsh was the son 
of Levi H. Marsh, who brought his family to the new 
settlement in 1854. 
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"Grinnell," writes H. L. Marsh, "was the mecca for 
Congregational pilgrims at the time of the State Asso
ciation meetings. They came in carriages and the meet
ing lasted from Tuesday until Sunday evening. They 
always closed with singing the hymn, 'My Days Are Glid
ing Swiftly By'." 

"At the time of removal to the present edifice (the 
Old Stone Church l in 1879," writes Miss Bartlett, "the 
church had a membership of 568, having received in all 
848. The Sunday school reported an enrollment of 400. 
The church had never propagated sectarianism, so that 
those from many fellowships were happy in its member
ship and its progress had, for the most part, been attend
ed by harmony and mutual tolerance. 

"The rugged self reliance of that early band led 
them not only to administer their own affairs without 
aid from the Church Building society which fostered 
the denomination in its move westward, but from the 
first to assist the needy of their own parish and to make 
generous contributions to both home and foreign mis
sions. Six months after organization, the church sent 
to the American Board a sum averaging $2 per member, 
and during several years of its history its aggregate 
gifts to benevolences have exceeded the sum appropri
ated for home expenses. Long after removal to the 
Stone Church, monthly missionary concerts were main
tained on Sunday evenings. As might be expected in a 
community with such ideals, sons and daughters of 
church and college frequently answered the call to sacri
ficial service in mission fields." 

/he Old gfone t!lzu.'lch 

In 1877, the church took its next important step, the 
erection of the new building known in later times as the 
Old Stone Church, which served the congregation for 
7 4 years. Its construction was the result of sacrificial 
devotion and united effort on the part of the congrega
tion. 
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The life of the Old Stone Church comprises an era 
in the church's history. Its commanding position over
looking the park seemed to symbolize the position of re
ligion in the life of the community. For a period of 
many years, it comprised to a unique degree the func
tions of a town and college church. College and high 
school commencement and baccalaureate exercises were 
held there. 

As the largest auditorium in town, the church was 
in demand for all sorts of community activities. Its 
great organ sounded the joyous strains of the wedding 
march and played softly at services in memory of the 
departed. About it clustered hallowed traditions of joy 
and sorrow and accomplishment. When it departed, it 
left an ache in many hearts, although it was generally 
recognized that the time had arrived when a more func
tional and better equipped church was needed. 

From the time of its erection, a significant feature 
of the church was its ' '.Wendell Phillips pew'', which was 
endowed by the great abolitionist and preacher on con
dition that it be ever free to members of the colored 
race. The pew was marked at each end with a silver 
plate. These plates are now preserved by the Grinnell 
Historical Muse um. 

Not only the Old Stone Church, but the first frame 
church as well, provided a rostrum from which men and 
women of national prominence gave their messages. 
The platform in the original church was occupied, 
among others, by the poets J. G. Saxe and Bayard Tay
lor; by "advanced women," such as Mrs. Livermore, 
Lucy Stone, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Anna Dickin
son; by Cartoonist Nast and Humorist Robert Burdette, 
and by such national figures as Horace Greeley, Henry 
Ward Beecher, and Wendell Phillips. 

Even more illustrious is the list of speakers who ap
peared on the platform of the Old Stone Church. It is 
impossible to give them all, but among them were Fred
erick Douglas, escaped slave, Booker T. Washington, 
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Joseph Cook, Harry Emerson Fosdick, William Howard 
Taft, Ozora S. Davis, Rockwell Harmon Potter Allan 
K. Chalmers, Frank C. Laubach, Jane Addams Russell 
Conwell, Helen Keller, Muriel Lester, Donald 

1

Bridges, 
Edward Everett Hale, and Washington Gladden. 

For decades the Grinnell church has been one of the 
strongholds of Congregationalism in the Middle West 
and much of this activity centered in the Old Ston~ 
Church. A goodly heritage was handed down from. it 
to the church of today. 

Important denominational meetings have been held 
in the Grinnell church. In October of 1904 Grinnell en
tertained the annual meeting of the A.rr{erican Boa.rd 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions with 600 dele
gates, and in 1946 the Eighth General Council of the 
~~ngregational Christian Fellowship was entertained 
Jomtly by the churc~ and Grinnell college, with 2,000 
delegates and guests 111 attendance. 

On June 16, 1946, ordination services were held in 
the church fo1~ two of its young men, Alden Matthews 
and John A. Kmgsbury. Others ordained in the church 
include Richard M. Steiner on September 11, 1934, and 
Noel J. Breed on September 8, 1913. The Rev. and Mrs 
Kingsbury were commissioned in the new church a~ 
missi?naries on September 12, 1954, and are now in the 
field m Turkey. They are sponsored by the church. 

Until recently the church has had three members 
serving in mission fields in Mr. and Mrs. Frank Meach
am, who retired in 1954 from their work in Africa and 
Miss Alice Reed in Turkey. Others who have be~n in 
the mission field are Mrs. Alice Heald Wheeler Miss 
Hester Hillis, Dr. and Mrs. George E . . White, M~. and 
Mrs. George D. White, Mr. and Mrs. Paul MacEachron, 
Mrs. Esther Peck Martin, Rev. and Mrs. Harold Mat
thews, Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Galt, Miss Edith Galt, Rev. 
and Mrs. Alden Matthews, and Rev. and Mrs. Leland 
W. Mann. 
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The new Congregational church was a matter of 
gradual growth and extensive planning. It is the con
summation of efforts which extended over a period of 
six years. 

For some years there had been a feeling that the 
Old Stone Church, in spite of the hallowed traditions 
which surrounded it, was no longer adequate. 

The greatest lack \Vas in the facilities for religious 
education, such as more modern churches presented. 
The Sunday school equipment was also entirely inade
quate. This lack had long been felt. Under the pastor
ate of Rev. E. W. Cross, funds had been raised for a ne\Y 
Religious Education building to adjoin the church. 
However, with the outbreak of World War I, the project 
had been abandoned. 

Early in 1946, the question of a new church was 
g"iven serious consideration. After much deliberation 
~nd several meetings of the congregation, it was decided 
to go ahead with the project. The financial campaign 
was started in 1947 under the leadership of Dr. and Mrs. 
Royal J. Montgomery and the late Dr. John Scholte Nol
len. Ground was broken for the new church on the site 
of the Old Stone Church and the ceremonies attendant 
on the laying of the cornerstone took place on August 
31, 1952. 

It is noteworthy that during the five years of the 
building program, the church maintained its high level 
of benevolence giving. 

As the church stands at this writing, it is only a par
tial fulfillment of the original plan. It is hoped that in 
future years the plan may be completed with the addi
tion of a wing housing a small chapel and additional 
classrooms. 

The church is a red brick building of contemporary 
architecture. Its seating capacity of 338 can be in-
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creased by raising movable partitions. The general ef
fect is light and airy, and the building is functional 
throughout. Much equipment has already been donated, 
as mentioned below, and there are ambitious projects 
for the future, including one for the erection of a bell 
tower for the historic church bell as a memorial to the 
late and beloved Julia Wheeler. Several hundred dol
lars for this purpose have already been raised. 

The new church was dedicated with a series of 
services beginning Sunday, September 27, and conclud
ing Sunday, October 18, 1953. Speakers during the dedi
cation period, in addition to the pastor, Rev. Leland W. 
Mann, were Rev. Victor Keiser, director of Religious 
Education for the Congregational Christian Conference 
of Iowa, Rev. Judson Fiebiger, superintendent of the 
conference, and Judge Dring D. Needham of Des 
Moines. At the community service on October 11, greet
ings were brouglit by Walter Miller of Oskaloosa, mod
erator of the Grinnell Association of Congregational 
Churches, Rev .. William Overhulser, pastor of the Grin
nell Methodist Church, and Kyle Jones, superintendent 
of the public schools of Grinnell. 

The church contains on the main floor, in addition 
to the auditorium, a room for the Hannah T. Marvin 
memorial library, a parlor, a study, a nursery, and three 
classrooms. 

In the basement is Friendship Hall, a large room 
for social gatherings, a well-equipped kitchen, another 
classroom, rooms for the Boy Scouts and the Pilgrim 
Fellowship, and storage and equipment rooms. 

The value of the new church is already attested by 
the fact that every inch of room in the new building is 
in constant use. 

When the new church was completed, it was a bare 
building, lacking the equipment which provides the req
uisite devotional atmosphere. The people of the con
gregation are meeting this need with unparalleled gen-
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erosity. The church pews, the organ, the stained glass 
windows, the altar fittings, and the communion se1-v!ce 
are among the most notable contributions, but there are 
numerous smaller gifts, many of them memorials, which 
are coming in constantly. Some of the most noteworthy 
are still in the process of completion as the church 
reaches its centennial. 

It was the pm1Jose of the compilers of this booklet 
to present a list of the gifts to the new church, but after 
extensive consideration by the proper church authori
ties it has seemed best not to attempt it, particularly 
since many of the gifts are anonymous. It should be 
sufficient to say in this connection that the response has 
been most generous and that the love and appreciation 
of the people for their chµrch have been amply attested 
by the wide variety of gifts which have been and con
stantly are being received. 

,. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Sunday, April 24 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service Nave 
Dr. A. C. McGiffert 

President 
Chicago Theological Seminary 

3:30 p.m. Organ Recital Nl!ve 
Elbert Morse Smith, organist 

Psalm XIX . . . . . . Marcello 
Basse et Dessus 

de Trompette Clerambaul 
Erbarm-dich Mein (Have 

Mercy, 0 Lordl . . . . Bach 
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor . Bach 
Adagio from Symphony VI Widor 
Arabesque . . . . . . . Vierne 
Scherzo . . . . . . . . Litaize 
Communion . . . . . . Purvis 
Toccata on Ave Maris Stella Dupre 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hour Fellowship Hall 
Refreshments served by the Women's Fellowship 

8:00 p.m. Centennial Play Nave 
"The Widening Circle," by Mrs_ Frank B. Stratton 

'\ 
{J 

Thursday, April 28 
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Dinner Fellowship Hall 

Dinner served by the Women's Fellowship 
Program following: Dr. Earl D. Strong, chairman 

Remarks by Dr. Leland \V. l\Iann, pastor; 
Dr. Judson Fiebiger. superintendent, 
Congregational Christian Conference 
of Iowa; and Dr. Royal J. Montgom
ery, supPrintendent emeritus, Congre
gational Christian Conference of Iowa 

Sunday, May 1 
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service N<Jve 

Dr. Alford Carleton 
Executive Vice President 
American Board of Commissioners for 

Foreign Missions 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hour Fellowship Hall 

Refreshments served by the Women's Fellowship 
8:00 p.m. Centennial Play Nave 

"The Widening Circle," by Mrs. Frank B. Stratton 
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It is of interest, at this centennial time, to review 

the long list of devoted and consecrated men who have 
served this church as its pastors. 

Many valuable sidelights on the lives and characters 
of these pastors are found scattered through the his
tory of the church written by Miss Stella Bartlett some 
years ago. 

The present pastor, Rev. Leland W. Mann, came to 
the church in November of 1939 and is entering on the 
sixteenth year of his pastorate, making his term of serv
ice the longest in the history of the church. From Feb
ruary, 1943, to December, 1945, the Rev. Dr. Mann was 
absent on leave during his period of service as a chap
lain in the Army Air Corps during World W'ar II. Be
fore coming to Grinnell, Rev. and Mrs. Mann had served 
three years in Japan as missionaries under the Ameri
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

The Vittum Pastorate 

The second-longest pastorate was that of Rev. E. 
M. Vittum, of more than 14 years from 1891 to 1906. 
Miss Bartlett writes of his pastorate as follows: 

"These years brought particularly trying experi
ences, which under a less wise and tactful leader would 
have seriously impaired the harmony of the church and 
hampered its usefulness. A resume ... is indicative of 
the transitional nature of these years and of the honor
able share which the church had in the material, educa
tional, and religious development of the community. Its 
membership increased from 712 to 1,058. At one time, 
the nearest Congregational Church on the east with as 
large a membership was in Brooklyn, N. Y., and on the 
west in Oakland, Calif. Material improvements on the 
church premises included the galleries, the completion 
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of the tower, and the purchase of the organ. It was also 
during this period that the church deeded to the city 
the lot upon which Stewart Library stands, for the erec
tion of the present building in 1901, the pastor having 
been foremost in the establishment of the library and 
for some time president of its board of trustees. He 
was also a member of the board of trustees of the col
lege and gave himself unreservedly to the constantly in
creasing demands of the growing church and the more 
complex community life. When Dr. Vittum resigned at 
the close of these busy and significant years to accept 
the presidency of Fargo College, he left a prosperous 
and united church which, under his strong leadership, 
had maintained amid changing conditions 'the ideals and 
impulses which have given to our little city in times past 
an important position among the intellectual, moral, and 
8piritual forces of this region.'" 

Dr. Vittum was a man of small but powerful build, 
about as broad as he was tall, and he served his parish 
with unflagging zeal. Many Grinnellians remember 
him driving around town on \vinter clays in a buggy 
without a top, drawn by a little black pony. Wrapped 
in a fur coat, he braved the coldest days as he went on 
his pastoral duties. 

He was a ready speaker. He spoke extemporane
ously, a rarity in those clays, and his sermons were 
scholarly and flavored with frequent quotations from 
the poets, particularly Tennyson. 

Now Miss Bartlett again: "During the enlistment 
for war service of Rev. Edward W. Cross, Dr. Vittum, 
at the invitation of the church, returned to act as pastor 
during his absence from November, 1917, to April, 1919. 
By his sympathetic and unselfish service during those 
years, he further endeared himself to a people by whom 
he had long been greatly loved. The activities of the 
church during these years were largely related to the 
\Var and to the members of the church and the congre
gation who had enlisted. When peace was declared, 128 
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stars and eight triangles appeared on the service flag. 
Two stars had turned to gold in memory of Harrison 
Critchett and Glenn Swan." 

The Cross Pastorate 
The third-longest pastorate, that of Rev. Edward 

W. Cross, began on November 1, 1915, and continued to 
1925. Dr. Cross came to Grinnell after his first pastor
ate. During World Wai· I, as mentioned above, Rev. 
Cross was absent from his pulpit on Army service, first 
with the Y.M.C.A. and later as chaplain in the regular 
Army. He was wounded during his Army service while 
giving volunteer aid as a 8tretcher bearer. 

"Upon his return," writes Miss Bartlett, "he de
voted himself with notable ability to the work of the 
church. His ministry is characterized by enthusiasm 
and aggressiveness, and by development of leadership 
in the laity of the church. The volume and variety of 
work has been greatly increased, and in its administra
tive and educational program the church has moved 
steadily forward along the most approved lines. Dr. 
Cross is a widely recognized leader of young people. 
He has a genius for children's sermons, and his services 
are increasingly in demand for conference and conven
tion addresses. In his pulpit ministry, he is worthy of 
the best traditions of the past, a great and effective 
preacher of the Word in the language of his genera
tion." 

In 1923, the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity 
was conferred on Rev. Cross by Grinnell College. He 
was also a member of the board of trustees of Grinnell 
College, of the board of trustees of Stewart Library, 
and of the state conference, and he was the Iowa repre
sentative upon the Council of Missions of the Interna
tional Council. 

The Early Years 

In its first years, the church enjoyed the service of 
"volunteer" preachers, who served without remunera-
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tion. For two years, until his election to the Iowa Sen
ate, J. B. Grinnell filled the pulpit. He was followed by 
Rev. S. L. Herrick and Rev. Lucius C. Rouse. Others 
who were "unofficial pastors" were Rev. Samuel Loom
is, Rev. T. 0. Brainerd, Rev. J. M. Chamberlain, Rev. 
Job Cushman, Rev. Homer Hamlin, Rev. Julius A. Reed, 
and Rev. Edward Cleveland. Probably there were oth
ers whose names have not been preserved. 

The first regular pastor of the church after the 
volunteers who served during 1855-60 was Rev. G. W. 
Hathaway, who came in 1860. He did not take kindly 
to pionee~ conditions in Iowa and returned to his former 
charge in Maine after a few months. 

The first permanent pastor to devote his entire time 
t~ th~ ~hurch was Rev. Samuel D. ~ochran, who began 
his m1mstry July 17, 1863, and contmued until April 13, 
1869. He was succeeded by Rev. William ·w oodworth, 
who served from May, 1870, until 1875. "Under his 
leadership," writes Miss Bartlett, "the church grew in 
appreciation of literary taste and true culture of which 
he made a distinct and valuable contribution t~ the prai
rie church." 

Rev. Sturtevant, "Children's Pastor" 

Then, starting in October of 1877, came the fruitful 
pastorate of Rev. Julian lVI. Sturtevant, which continued 
until November, 1884. During his pastorate the Old 
Stone Church was built. 

Dr. Sturtevant's inmact on both church and com
munity was great. He -\\ras a big man with a red face 
and snowy white sideburns. He was jovial and friend
ly, and was greatly beloved by the children as well as 
the adults. 

Again we quote Miss Bartlett: "Although only seven 
years of Dr. Sturtevant's Jong and useful life were spent 
in Grinne11, his influence here has been enduring. At 
the memorial service held in the Grinnell church follow-

;· 

-21 

ing his death, testimony was borne to the fact that the 
boys and girls of his day never forgot his first Sunday, 
when he leaned far over the pulpit and spoke to them 
out of his heart. While a friend of all, he was pre-em
inently the children's pastor. 

"In writing long after of the removal of the church 
to its present home, Dr. Sturtevant tells of the eager
ness with which people looked forward to the dedication 
of the building; but that he begged them not to conse
crate anything subject to a mortgage. And he goes on 
to say: 'Comparatively few churches have such per
fect financial integrity as this one has enjoyed. The 
people were poor, but they were united and eager to 
h~lp. Therefore we did not RAISE the money; it was 
in the hands of the people and they GA VE it.' " 

Four Brief Pastorates 

The greatest revival in the history of the church 
came during the brief pastorate of Dr. Sturtevant's suc
cessor, Rev. John Safford (May, 1885-0ctober, 1888). A 
total of 294 united with the church, 226 of whom were 
on .confession of faith. 

Rev. Herbert Melville Tenney served the church 
from 1889 until 1891. During his pastorate, the first 
Church Greeting made its modest beginnings and it has 
continued without intermission ever since. The poor 
health of Mrs. Tenney, requiring a move to a warmer 
climate, was responsible for ending Rev. Tenney's pas
torate in Grinne11. 

After the 14-year pastorate of Rev. Vittum, the 
church was served from-1907 to 1910 by Rev. H. N. Das
comb. During this time the need of a suitable home for 
the minister became imperative, and the present par
sonage at 1008 East street was purchased. The ch1:1rch 
constitution was revised in the fall of 1907 and articles 
of incorporation were registered on December 12 of 
that year. It was also during the pastorate of ~ev. 
Dascomb that the Congregational Men's Club came mto 
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being. In October of 1910, Rev. Dascomb accepted a call 
to the First Congregational Church of Cleveland, Ohio. 

The call was extended January 5, 1911, to Rev. Per
cival F. Marston, who had been pastor of the New Eng
land Congregational Church of Chicago. A few weeks 
previous to that date, Dr. Marston had visited Grinnell 
a~ a college p1:each~r, and his acceptance was greeted 
with much satisfact10n. He entered upon his ministry 
on March 19, 1911, and on January 30, 1912, an ecclesias
tical council was held for his installation. 

"Dr. Marston," to quote Miss Bartlett once more 
"was a_n able prea~her, a di~igent and sympathetic pa~ 
tor, with noble gifts of mmd and heart, but failing 
health :vas to make all too brief a pastorate which might 
otherwise have been a remarkable one. When it became 
a~Jparent that his health was seriously impaired, he was 
gwen the most sympathetic consideration by a people 
who held him in affection and the highest esteem. He 
was retained as pastor for several months following a 
complete failure of his health, and it was not until May 
6, 1915, that a council was again called and the relation
ship reluctantly closed." Dr. Marston's death occurred 
in February, 1916. 

The Recent Years 

The names of the pastors who followed Rev. E. W. 
Cross are familiar. Rev. Edward F. Bosworth served a 
short pastorate, from 1926 to 1927, before leaving to be
come dean of men at Oberlin College, his alma mater. 
Following him was Rev. w·. W. Bolt, who served from 
Septeml:;er of 1927 until his death in October 1930. Dur
ing this period the present Women's Fellow~hin was or
ganized under the leadership of Mrs. Bolt, a loyal and 
consecrated pastor's wife. 

Rev. Robert Inglis was installed as pastor on Febru
ary 11, 1931, and he remained until July, 1939. He guid
ed the church during the period of the great depression. 

The pastorate of Rev. Mann has followed that of 
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Rev. Inglis. During Rev. Mann's absence for World 
War II service, the pulpit was supplied by Rev. P. A. 
Johnson, superintendent emeritus of the Congregation
al Christian Conference of Iowa, from March to Sep
tember of 1943, and by Dr. Walter North from Septem
ber, 1944, to December, 1945. 

Rev. Mann in 1947 was awarded an honorary Doc
tor of Divinity degree by Grinnell College. 

Since 1908, paid assistants have been attached to 
the church staff. Their names are recorded below. 

This brief review of the Congregational pastors of 
Grinnell may well be closed with a few more words from 
Miss Bartlett's valuable history. 

"And so we come to the close of the story, and yet 
not the close. Acknowledging with gratitude the rich 
heritage of the past; persuaded that the noble history 
of the church is an earnest of its larger future; and 
relying upon the God of their fathers to continue His 
leadership and blessing, the present generation accepts 
as a sacred trust its share in the great task of the king
dom, and presses hopefully forward." 

The Pastors 
G. ,w. Hathaway 
Samuel D. Cochran 
William Woodworth 
Julian M. Sturtevant 
John Safford 
Herbert Melville Tenney 
E. M. Vittum 
H. N. Dascomb 
Percival F. Marston 
Edward W. Cross 
Edward F. Bosworth 
W.W. Bolt 
Robert Inglis 
P. A. Johnson 
Walter North 
Leland W. Mann 

1860 
1863-69 
1870-75 
1877-84 
1885-88 
1889-91 
1891-1906, 1917-19 
1907-10 
1911-15 
1915-25 (on leave, 1917-19) 
1926-27 
1927-30 
1931-39 
J.943 
1944-45 
1939- (on leave, 1943-45) 
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Assistant Pastors 
T. A. Dungan 
Miss Bertha Stinner 
Miss Eda C. Bowman 
Miss Nellie Fraser 
F. Stanton Turner 
Harold F. Strong 
Miss Stella Bartlett 
Ralph Garner 

1908-11 
1911-12 
1913-14 
1914, 1916 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-25 
1919-20 

Church Assistants 

Mrs. Margery W. Bouma 
Miss Nelle Rule 

1931-45 
1945-

Directors of Christian Education 

John Kingsbury 1944 
Miss Betty Long 1945-47 
Mrs. LuAnne A. Parsons 1947-50 
Miss Patricia Prior 1954-

Church Secretaries 

Paul Somers 
Miss Lucille Umbenhauer 
Charles Minty 
Miss Helen Field 
Miss Lela Thomas 
Mrs. Margery W. Bouma 

1915 
1920 
1920 
1925-26 
1926-28 
1928-31 

Women o-U the e'1.at:c'1. 
No history of the First Congregational Church of 

Grinnell could be complete without some special recog
nition of the part which its women have played in its de
velopment and activities. 

Loyally standing behind their men, and in many 
cases moving ahead of them, they have been a resource
ful and devoted group. From the very first, they have 
played their full part in making the church a forward
moving and aggressive force for good in the Grinnell 
community. 

From the first months of the church's existence, 
the women's home and foreign missionary societies 
were strong factors in the missionary life of the chm~ch. 
Under the leadership of such great souls as Mrs. G. F. 
Magoun, Mrs. T. 0. Douglass, Mrs. L. F. Parker, Mrs. E. 
W. Clark, Miss Julia Brainerd, and others, an education
al program was carried on which had, as its natural re
sult, intelligent and generous missionary giving. 

Mrs. Douglass and Mrs. Magoun were leaders in the 
formation of the state organizations for home and for
eign missions, the former serving for many years as 
state president of the Women's Home Missionary Union 
and the latter in the same capacity in the Women's 
Board of Missions of Iowa. 

Women's activities have not been confined to the 
missionary activities of the church, however. Their 
work has been notable in other fields as well. An or
ganization known as the Benevolent Society was organ
ized in the early days of the church to promote friendly 
fellowship in the church. Meetings were held in the 
homes of members until the erection of the Old Stone 
Church. 

"Then, as now," writes Miss Stella Bartlett, "the 
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treasury of the women seems never to have been empty 
and they were always ready to lend financial support to 
every undertaking." 

After some years, another organization known as 
the Ladies Social was formed among the younger wom
en of the church. Later the two organizations were 
merged. 

The present 0Women's Association was formed dur
ing the pastorate of Rev. W. W. Bolt under the leader
ship of his wife. The Association is divided into divi
sions, which meet separately each month. There is also 
a general association luncheon and meeting monthly. 

l/ae l/ttttiet f!. Attttvin 

Af emtttial j!ifnat:!I 
An outstanding feature of the First Congregation

al Church of Grinnell is its library, named in memory 
of the late Mrs. J. T. Marvin. 

Mrs. Marvin, the widow of Rev. J. T. Marvin, made 
the library a true labor of love, expending both time and 
personal funds in its building over a period of years. 
Following the death o.f her husband in 1916, she began 
bringing volumes by the suitcase-full from his personal 
library to the church. She acquired many books from 
other sources as well until the library contained over 
4,000 volumes. 

An article in the Grinnell Herald of December 3, 
1934, termed the library one of the largest church col
lections in the United States and "one of the most com
plete libraries on religious education in the world." 

Book readers of the twenties and early thirties have 
not forgotten Mrs. Marvin's stern, but not forbidding, 
figure as she presided at the library desk at the back of 
the old church. After her death in 1936, the work was 
continued by Mrs. Alice Kelch until her death in 1954. 

The memory of Mrs. Marvin is honored by a bronze 
plaque in the library, and a set of "The Interpreter's 
Bible" is now being acquired in memory of Mrs. Kelch. 

It is the plan of the present library committee, in 
cooperation with Miss Mae Anders, the new librarian, to 
build further toward an up-to-date collection in the field 
of religious education. 
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.fJnecd.ote~ 
from Pioneer Days 

Our founding fathers were a people unafraid, true 
to the principles of their faith. They were devout 
churchmen willing to sacrifice eastern comforts to build 
a fuller and better educational and spiritual life for 
themselves and those to follow - and they had their 
lighter side. 

Sang Together as They Built 

In the log cabin in the grove, on the trail, or after 
a hard day's work, they sang. On the third Sunday in 
the grove 1 the spot near the permanent townsite where 
the first pioneers stayed for the initial weeks), lonely 
men added the good voices of Mrs. Holyoke and Mrs. 
Bixby. Mrs. Phelps, the third woman to arrive in the 
settlement, was awakened from her first sleep in the 
Long Home by singing. She added later: "I do not re
member whether it was 'Old Hundred' or 'Dundee', but 
I never before heard music so sweet. On inquiry I found 
it was the colony men home from their work, having 
worship after supper." 

The first choir mentioned was in January, 1855. The 
J. B. Grinnells in that month moved into an unfinished 
addition to the Phelps home, and Mrs. Grinnell wrote: 
"Gideon Gardner and family lived at the grove. He was 
a good choir leader and his son played the violin. The 
choir came in one evening each week and we practiced 
music for Sunday . . we had a melodeon, which in April, 
after Mrs. Hamlin came, was taken to and from the 
meeting room and played by her." 

Observing the Sabbath 

Pioneer Sabbath was strictly observed. Rev. Hom
er Hamlin bought a little wagon for his son, Charles, 
during the week. On Saturday night, Charles' older 
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brothei·, George, took off the wheels so that they would 
not be tempted to play with it on Sunday. 

Although the church was organized in the Phelps 
parlor, Mr. and Mrs. Phelps did not join at first because 
he had been criticized for breaking the Sabbath. It had 
happened that Mr. Phelps, who then provided the colo
ny's hotel service, had gone to Iowa City during that 
week for a load of supplies. April mud had wearied his 
horses to such an extent that he decided, when he 
reached Brooklyn late on Saturday afternoon, to rest 
the horses there and return to Grinnell Sunday morn
ing. One good brother objected to his joining the 
church because he had used the Sabbath for gain. Later, 
upon Mr. Grinnell's intervention, the Phelps did join 
the new church. 

Problems of "Sainthood" 

Not all deacons were saints. Harriett Hamlin Bee
be, daughter of Rev. Hamlin, in an 1871 diary entry tells 
of their first circus experience. Although forewarned, 
Mrs. Hamlin and her five children went to see "only the 
menagerie." While meekly looking at a zebra, they 
were "ordered by a man with wrathy face and irritable 
hair to go through that door." Fearing to refuse, they 
stayed "where retreat was convenient." They decided 
then that it couldn't be a real circus, for down front sat 
the deacon who had declared circuses to be only gate
ways to hell, and "we could not believe that he had gone 
so far." 

Nails and Plank Sidewalks 

The floor of the first church was nailed fast, giving 
the smallest children their first experience in the joys 
of walking on firm boards. In other temporary build
ings and homes in the first years, oak ~oor ~o.ards were 
merely laid on planks. Mrs. Phelps, m wntmg of the 
crowded Long Home, tells of the loose boards "jumping 
up all the time." 
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The lower floor of the new schoolhouse was first 
used for services on November 11, 1855, Eliza Ann Bart
lett wrote, but on November 25 no services were held 
there because the plastering was not dry. As a result 
the deacons invited the young people to hold an all-night 
party, properly chaperoned, one night that week, and 
to keep a good fire going to prevent the plaster from 
cracking. 

One of the first plank sidewalks was laid in front of 
the church. Two planks a few inches apart were nailed 
to split logs, so that the sidewalk consisted of many such 
short sections. Young couples soon found that with a 
little practice, these would move easily on their slippery 
foundations. Persistent trying-out of the new walk be
came such an hilarious pastime (and on church proper
ty! ~hat a few good churchmen attempted to stop the 
sacnlege before settled weather accomplished the same 
result. One popular story is of two sisters in hoop skirts 
who stepped down from their brother's buggy onto the 
same plank, were thrown into the mud and consequent-
ly missed a good part of a concert. ' 

Tough prairie grass grew in the streets and was 
kept "m?wed" by ox-drawn supply wagons cutting 
through 1t. After each heavy rain, farmers on Satur
day brought loads of straw to make paths and safe cross· 
ings for church goers. 

Debates and Socials 

The little school-church building with its curved 
roof, hastily put up in April, 1855, also served as a liter
ary and social center. The diary of Eliza Ann Bartlett 
te~ls that by mid-summer of that year, a lyceum enter
tamment was held each Monday night. On September 
10, 1855, the subject debated was "Should males and fe
males be educated together?" It referred to the pro
posed location of a ladies' college building. 

Ladies Social Circle meetings were as popular as 
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singing schools. Miss Bartlett frequently mentions at
tending Sunday meeting all day and staying to the sing. 

Church attendance was no problem; everyone went. 
On May 13, 1855, Mr. Grinnell preached in the morning 
and Rev. Cleveland at 5 :00 p.m. There were 120 pres
ent, although there were only 20 families in Grinnell at 
the time. 

A Precious Commodity 

Salt was a precious commodity in the days when 
most supplies were brought from Iowa City by ox team 
at four miles per hour. One day when the salt supply 
of the town merchant, Anor Scott, was almost gone, 
Rev. Job Cushman came in for salt and insisted on salt. 
Rev. Cushman is described as an eccentric, lovable old 
fellow who always wore an English cape. Because he 
was a minister, his need for salt was not questioned. 
Later, however, it was revealed that his "need" was for 
a pet colt. He was thereafter called "Colt" Cushman. 

The Church Bell 

The first church bell was brought from New York 
to Davenport by rail and then from Davenport by ox 
team. Ella Marsh wrote that her father, Levi H. Marsh, 
returned to the colony with his family in September, 
1854, when Ella was five years old. Residents sighted 
their wagon and rang the bell in welcome. But, after 
six days of riding, the little girl cried, thinking the ring
ing bell meant that she would have to sit through an
other long church session when they arrived. 

The thousand-pound Menely-G tone bell served the 
colony as a church bell until the frame church was built 
in 1860 and the schoolhouse no longer used by the 
church. The bell was melted in the schoolhouse fire of 
February 27, 1871, but the old clapper was found the 
next day. It also survived the Grinnell Museum fire of 
October 9, 1954, and is a beloved relic of the early Grin
nell church. 
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"King of Glory" 

A story from later years tells of the origin of aster
isks in the worship service program, marking the times 
at which worshippers may be seated. In 1902, the 
church choir had prepared the anthem "Lift Up Your 
Gates" as a part of their welcome to the new president 
of the college, Dr. Dan F. Bradley. Just as the choir 
reached the words, "Lift up your doors, ye everlasting 
hosts, and the King of glory shall come in," Dr. Bradley 
walked down the aisle, accom~anied by his family. 

The pastor, Dr. Vittum, later announced that the 
ushers would seat worshippers only at stated times in 
the service, marked in the program with asterisks. 


